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About this book

Rough Guides are designed to be good to read and easy to
use. The book is divided into the following sections and you
should be able to find whatever you need in one of them.

The colour introduction is designed to give you a feel for
Romania, suggesting when to go and what not to miss, and
includes a full list of contents. Then comes basics, for pre-
departure information and other practicalities.

The guide chapters cover Romania’s regions in depth, each starting with
a highlights panel, introduction and a map to help you plan your route.

Contexts fills you in on history, religion, wildlife, music and

books, with a section devoted to vampires, while individual colour

inserts introduce Romania’s great outdoors and its religious
architecture. The language section gives you a
glossary and enough Romanian to get by.

The book concludes with all the small print,
including details of how to send in updates and
corrections, and a comprehensive index.

This fifth edition published June 2008

The publishers and authors have done their best to ensure the accuracy and
currency of all the information in The Rough Guide to Romania, however, they
can accept no responsibility for any loss, injury, or inconvenience sustained
by any traveller as a result of information or advice contained in the guide.



The Rough Guide to

Romania

written and researched by

Tim Burford and Norm Longley

NEW YORK « LONDON - DELHI

www.roughguides.com






Contents

Colour section 1

Introduction .........cccccennnnee 6
Where to go...ooovveeeveeiiiiiiiee 7
When t0 go ...coevvviiiiiiiiieeeeee 11
Things not to miss ..........cceeeeee. 13

Getting there.......ccccceeeeiiinns 27
Getting around..........ccceeevieeene 32
Accommodation........ccccceeeereens 37
Food and drink ............eeevveennnes 39
The media.....ccccceeeeveviiiiiceeeeeen, a1
Festivals.......ccccoeeeeiveviiiiieeeeee, 42
Sports and outdoor activities... 45
Travel essentials .........cccceeeeeens 46

@ Bucharest........cccoooeeeeean. 55
® Wallachia ........ccoeevveene. 103
© Transylvania.........c.c......... 143
O Moldavia ......coooveeeeeereenn.
© Maramures )
O The Banat «...ceeveeeeeeeeeen.

@ The Delta and the coast.... 387

Contexts 429
The historical framework........ 431
Minorities and religions.......... 448
Wildlife and environmental
ISSUES..cieeeeeiieee e 451
MUSIC . 459
Dracula and vampires............ 471
BOOKS ..vveeeiieieieee e 476
Language 485
Words and phrases................ 489
GlOSSANY..evveeeiiieiiiieeeeee e 494
Travel store 497

Small print & Index 509

The great outdoors
colour section
_ following p.408

';.‘ Romania’s religious
=#1 architecture colour
section following p.248

<« Gura Apei Lake, Retezat mountains, Transylvania < Local transport, Maramures

| SLNILNOD |



NOILINAOYLNI

A\ Budapest & Apuseni

\
s \ )
Bekescaba
by
Z
Z

(\ixyula
> Varsand
Z
¢ Lokdshaza\
s

S7eqged
Krege

Sannicolau

Mare
Y
J

%

I N
ﬂunedoara m
( 7

Caransebes

2
~ Hateg

Lupeni £=9
'\l

Targu
Jiu g

&

Biile Herculane! \

N\

Brabeta Yurmu s
AyDro a urln

Petrosani

SN

Borsa

N Sofia

N Sofia



A\ Kiev & Moscow

1500

Radautl *—B’\- Y
Sucewga !’ \ ot0§an|
w Suceava ;

4 Gura Humorullj
Campulung !
//Mpldovenesc

Secuiesc

\ \“4?
<
Nz L
Ra ~ 8\ Sdcele o]
a§nov Y, 3\ . Penzlprava
Bran Predeal N\ 0 b7 \
S'f' \ \ Sullna
inaia

\

\}

\
\ PIO|e§t|

TarQOV|§te ‘

\
Campulung,
Mﬁpscel /‘

Metres m
2000

N7 Sofia

NOILINAOYLNI



09 0L NIHM | 09 0L 343HM | NOILINAOYLNI |

Introduction to

Romania

Travel in Romania is as rewarding as it is challenging. The
country’s fantastic mountain scenery and great diversity of
wildlife, its cultures and people, and a way of life that at
times seems little changed since the Middle Ages, leave
few who visit unaffected. Rather than expecting an easy
ride, try to accept whatever happens as an adventure -
encounters with Gypsies, wild bears and tricky officials are
likely to be far more interesting than anything purveyed by
the tourist board.

As fascinating as the major towns and cities are — such
as the capital, Bucharest, Brasov, Cluj, Timisoara and,
most enchantingly, Sighisoara — Romania’s charm
essentially lies in the remoter, less visited regions.
Almost any exploration of the villages of rural
Romania will be rewarding, with sights as diverse
as the log houses in Oltenia, Delta villages built of
reeds, and the magnificent wooden churches, with
their sky-scraping Gothic steeples, of Maramures, not
to mention the country’s abundance of more traditional churches, which
reflect a history of competing communities and faiths. Romanians trace
their ancestry back to the Romans, and have a noticeable Latin character
— warm, spontaneous, anarchic, and appreciative of style and life’s pleasures.
In addition to ethnic Romanians, one and a half million Magyars pursue
a traditional lifestyle long since vanished in Hungary, while dwindling
numbers of Transylvanian Germans (Saxons) reside around the fortified
towns and churches their ancestors built in the Middle Ages to guard the
mountain passes. Along the coast, in the Delta and in the Banat, there’s
a rich mixture of Russians, Ukrainians, Serbs, Slovaks, Bulgars, Gypsies,
Turks and Tatars.

In many ways, Romania is only just emerging from the shadow of the
regime of the dictator Nicolae Ceausescu who, during more than two
decades of rule, drove the country to the brink of bankruptcy. Today,
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although Romania remains one of Europe’s

poorer cousins, its admission into NATO
in 2004 and then, more importantly, the
European Union in 2007, has finally
cemented its place in the wider interna-

tional community.

Where to go

he first point of arrival for many
visitors to Romania is the capital,
Bucharest. While far from alluring
- its
Parisian-style boulevards are choked with
traffic, once-grand fin-de-siecle buildings are

wide nineteenth-century

crumbling and the suburbs are dominated by
grim apartment blocks — it remains the centre
of the country’s commercial and cultural life.

* Occupying an area of
some 237,000 square
kilometres, and with a
population of around
23 million, Romania is
one of central-eastern
Europe’s largest nations.
Its capital, Bucharest,
lies in the far south of
the country on the plains
of Wallachia, located
between the Danube
and the mountainous
region of Transylvania
to the north. The high-
est peak is Moldoveanu
(2544m), in the
Carpathian mountains.

* The constitution sets

in place a parliamentary
system of government,
elected every four years,
with the prime minister at
its head - the president
is head of state.

e Tourism is one of the
fastest-growing sectors
of the Romanian econo-
my, with mountain, coast-
al and health spa resorts
absorbing the bulk of the
country’s tourist traffic.
Romania’s most impor-
tant exports are textiles
and footwear, metal
products, and machinery
and equipment, and its
main trading partners are
Italy and Germany.

* Romania’s most
famous historical
figure is Vlad Tepes
(c.1431-76), also known
as Vlad the Impaler
and, more familiarly, as
Dracula.

09 OL NIHM | 09 OL J4IHM | NOILONAOYLNI |
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From the capital, most visitors make a beeline for the province of
Transylvania to the north,setting for the country’s most thrilling scenery and
home to its finest cities: the gateway to Transylvania is Brasov, whose medieval
old town is a good introduction to the Saxon architecture of the region,
which reaches its peak in the fortified town of Sibiu and the jagged skyline
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— of Sighisoara,

Romania’s most
atmospherically
sited town and
the birthplace of
Vlad the Impaler
(Dracula). Further
north and west,
the great Magyar
cities of Targu
Mures, Cluyj and
Oradea  have
retained a wealth
of medieval churches and streets, as well as impressive Baroque and
Secession edifices. To the southwest of the country, near the border with
Serbia, is Timisoara, source of the 1989 Revolution and a fine place to
spend a day or two.

The best of Romania, though, is its countryside, and in particular the
wonderful mountain scenery. The wild Carpathians, forming the frontier
between Transylvania and, to the east and south, Moldavia and Wallachia,
shelter bears, stags, chamois and eagles; while the Bucegi, Figiras and
Retezat ranges and the Padis plateau offer some of the most undisturbed
and spectacular hiking opportunities in Europe. In contrast to the crowded
Black Sea beaches along Romania’s east coast, the waterlogged Danube
Delta is a place set apart from the rest of the country, where life has hardly
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Romania boasts one third of all
Europe’s mineral springs, and
around 160 spa resorts (baile),
many of which were made
fashionable by the Habsburgs
during the nineteenth century.
Spa holidays are
tremendously popular, the
theory being that you stay in a
resort for about eighteen days,
following a prescribed course
of treatment, and ideally return
regularly over the next few
years. However, if you can get
cheap accommodation, a spa
can also make a good base for
a one-off holiday. In any case,
it's worth bearing in mind that
even the smallest spas have
campsites and restaurants.

The basic treatment naturally
involves drinking the waters,
which come in an amazing
variety: alkaline, chlorinated, carbogaseous, and sodium-, iodine-,
magnesium-, sulphate- or iron-bearing. In addition, you can bathe in
hot springs or sapropelic muds, breathe in foul fumes at mofettes,
or indulge in a new generation of complementary therapies such as
ultrasound and aerosol treatment, ultraviolet light baths, acupuncture
and electrotherapy.

The spas all have their own areas of specialization: Sovata is the best
place for gynaecological problems; Covasna, Vatra Dornei and Buzias
deal with cardiovascular complaints; Calimanesti-Caciulata, Slanic
Moldova, Sangeorz-Bai and Baile Olanesti with digestion; and others
(notably Baile Herculane and Baile Felix) with a range of locomotive and
rheumatic ailments. Mountain resorts such as Sinaia, Baile Tusnad and
Moneasa treat nervous complaints with fresh air, which has an ideal
balance of ozone and ions.

A Thermal pool at Béile Felix

changed for centuries and where boats are the only way to reach many of
the settlements. During spring and autumn, especially, hundreds of species of
birds from all over the Old World migrate through this area or come to breed.
Whilst not quite as remote, the northern region of Maramures, bordering
the Ukraine, retains an almost medieval-like feel, its villages renowned for
their fabulous wooden churches. Close by, sprinkled amidst the soft, rolling
hills of Bucovina, are the wonderful painted monasteries, whose specimens
of religious art are among some of the most outstanding in Europe.
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When to go

he climate is pretty crucial in deciding where and when to go to

Romania. Winters can be fairly brutal — snow blankets much of

the country, tempera-

tures of minus fifteen
to twenty degrees are not
uncommon, and a strong,
icy wind (the crivaf) sweeps
down from Russia. Condi-
tions improve with spring,
bringing rain and wildflowers
to the mountains and the
softest of blue skies over
Bucharest, and prompting
the great migration of birds
through the Delta. By May,
the lowlands are warming
up and you might well find
strong sunshine on the coast
before the season starts in July.
Although by far the hottest
time of the year, summer

BINBPION ‘éaw!uo A
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Brasov (The mountains)

(C) 1 1 6 i 168 198 2iM 24 188 13 7/ 2
(F) 349 348 428 528 61 66l 6SM 69N 658 558 458 36
(C) -3 -1m 4 1 178 218 230 228 18§ 12 5 1

(F) 26 3 408 52§ 628 698 78 708 658 53W 4iIW 34
(C) -1 1 3 138 198 248 268 26 228 178 1M 6
CF) 3l 348 398 558 668 758 79M 79 70N 62 528 43
(C) -2 1 5 15 168 208 208 188 188 12 6 1

(F) 288 348 418 528 618 678 678 65 65 53W 438 34



things not to miss

It’s not possible to see everything Romania has to offer in one
trip — and we don’t suggest you try. What follows is a selective
and subjective taste of the country’s highlights: outstanding
architecture, natural wonders, spectacular hikes and unforgettable
festivals. They’re arranged in five colour-coded categories, so you
can browse through to find the very best things to see, do, buy
and experience. All highlights have a page reference to take you
straight into the guide, where you can find out more.

0 Brasov Page 157 ¢ Shadowed by mountains and containing a fine Baroque centre,
Brasov is one of Transylvania’s most appealing cities.

| SLHYIS | 34NLYN | SLNIAT | IWASNOID | SIILIAILIY |
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0 Peles Castle, Sinaia
Page 152 ¢ Once a refuge for

Ceausescu and visiting dignitaries, Peles

remains the country’s most opulent palace.

0 Bear and wolf tracking
Page 170 » This excellent ecotourism

project offers a rare chance to get close

to Romania’s most feared and revered

creatures.

Village homestays Page
0 37 » Wonderful rural retreats offering
cheap, friendly and relaxing accommodation
and great home-cooked food.

0 Karst formations Page 249 ©

Romania’s impressive karst landscape
offers fantastic subterranean wonders,
including Cetétile Ponorului in the Apuseni
mountains.




Fagaras mountains Page 171 ¢ The spectacular peaks of the Fagaras are
among the highest in Romania, providing access to some of the Carpathians’ most
rewarding hikes.

0 Timisoara Page 374 * The crucible of the 1989 revolution, Timisoara is one of
Romania’s most vibrant and engaging cities.

| SLNIAT | JNNSNOI | SIILIAILIY |
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Sighisoara Page 177 * A brooding skyline of ramparts, towers and spires marks
Sighisoara out as Transylvania’s most atmospheric medieval town.




Black Sea Page 407 ¢ Strewn with brash resorts, the Black Sea coast offers
opportunities aplenty for swimming, sailing or windsurfing.

1 1 Bucovina hills Page 302 ¢
Cloaked in beech, fir and pine, the
gorgeous, rolling Bucovina hills are a walker’s

paradise.

1 0 Dracula Page 113 ¢ The tomb at

Snagov, old castle ruins at Poienari,
the Princely Court at Targoviste and the
birthplace in Sighisoara — the Dracula legend
is alive and kicking.

| SLHYIS | 34NLYN | SLNIAT | IWASNOID | SIILIAILIY |
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1 Painted monasteries Scc Romania’s religious architecture colour section ©
Nestled behind huge walls, the monasteries of southern Bucovina and Moldavia are
renowned for their magnificent exterior frescoes.
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Viseu de Sus train ride Page 352 * Jump aboard the early-morning logging
train for a slow, meandering ride up the picturesque Vaser valley.




1 Hiking in the Carpathians Page 148 * One of Europe’s most stunning and
least spoilt mountain ranges, the Carpathians are a first-class hiking region.

1 Constantin Brancusi Page

127 » Romania’s greatest sculptor has
bequeathed an impressive legacy of striking,
yet simple, works of art, such as the Endless
Column in Targu Jiu.

1 5 Pageant of the Juni Page
163 * Dancing, costumes and brass
regiments constitute Bragov’s liveliest event.

| SLHYIS | 34NLYN | SLNIAT | IWASNOID | SIILIAILIY |
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Bucharest Page 56 * Romania’s noisy, chaotic capital boasts a number of terrific
museums, some surprisingly appealing architecture, and the country’s most vigorous
nightlife.

1 8 Sheep’s cheese Page 184 ¢ Fresh from the highland pastures, a sample of
tasty sheep’s cheese is a must.

1 Measurement

of the Milk
Festival Page 252
Enjoyable and unusual
spectacle in which
shepherds vie to see who
has the most productive
animals.




2 Fortified churches Pages 183 & 175 ¢ Scattered among the lush green hills of
southern Tranyslvania are dozens of marvellous fortified Saxon churches, such as those
at Malancrav and Viscri.

2 1 Skiing Page 166 ¢ Hit the slopes in Poiana Bragov, Romania’s premier ski resort.

| SLHYIS | 34NLYN | SLNIAT | IWASNOID | SIILIAILIY |
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2 3Girl Fair of Muntele

Gaina Page 248 ¢ Taking place atop
Mount Gaina, this feverish spectacle of music,
song and dance is one of the most anticipated
festivals on the Romanian calendar.

| SLHYIS | 34YNLYN | SLNIAT | IWASNOID | SIILIAILIY |

2 Bicaz gorges Page 280 ° Take

a drive through the majestic Bicaz
gorges, bisected by sheer, three-hundred-
metre-high limestone cliffs.
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2 4 Merry Cemetery, Sapanta Page 344 ¢ True to its name, the Merry
Cemetery is a riot of beautifully carved and brightly coloured headstones.
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2 Folk and Gypsy music Page 459 * Don’t miss the chance to experience the
wild, irrepressible sounds of Romanian folk and Gypsy music.

Wooden churches of Maramures Sce Romania’s religious architecture 23
colour section * The villages of this remote northern region are dominated by marvellous
wooden churches, characterized by their magnificent spires.
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Danube Delta Page 390

Bordering the Ukraine, this remote
and beautiful landscape has an abundant
array of wildlife, and offers some of the finest
birdwatching in Europe.

2 Tuica Page 41 » A typically
powerful Balkan brandy, Romania’s
national drink should be tried at least once.

2 Spas
Page
382 * Wallow in

temperatures
of 30°C at one
of the country’s
many spa
resorts, such
as elegant
Baile Herculane
with its faded
grandeur.

3 0 Sibiu Page 186 * Beautiful squares and architecture, terrific museums and some
fabulous festivals make the once great Saxon town of Sibiu one of Romania’s most
alluring destinations.
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Getting there

Airfares are highest from June to August, and
drop during the “shoulder” seasons — March
to May and September to October. The best
prices are found during the low season, from
November to February (excluding Christmas
and New Year when fares are hiked up and
seats are at a premium).

The cheapest flights from the UK and
Europe are usually with no-frills budget and
charter airlines, especially if you're prepared
to book weeks in advance or take a chance
on a last-minute bargain. Budget airline
tickets are sold direct (by phone or online) on
a one-way basis; the price of your outward
and return leg may differ significantly. Don’t
forget to reckon in the cost of airport taxes,
which can be more expensive than the flight
itself, and things like in-fight meals and
luggage allowances, which tend to cost extra.
Cheap flights also tend to have fixed dates,
and are non-changeable and non-refundable.

Flying from the UK to Romania takes
approximately three hours. British Airways
and TAROM (the Romanian national carrier)
both have daily direct scheduled flights
from London Heathrow to Bucharest
Henri Coanda airport — expect to pay
around £140 return low season, £180-200
high season. As for budget carriers, easyJet
operates from London Gatwick to Bucharest
Baneasa, while WizzAir flies from London
Luton to Clyj (in Transylvania), and from
Liverpool to Baneasa. Tickets cost as little
as £50-60 return, though you need to book
well in advance to secure these prices.
Another possibility is to fly to one of the
neighbouring countries and continue your

journey overland. EasydJet, Ryanair and
WizzAir fly from the UK to Budapest, in
Hungary, from where there are good, cheap,
onward connections by bus or train to
Romania. EasyJet also fly from London to
Sofia, in Bulgaria.

Indirect flights with other airlines, such as
Austrian Airlines, Air France and Lufthansa,
are also worth looking into — they do take
longer and connections times are often very
tight, but they can be competitive in price,
with tickets from around £150.

There are no direct scheduled flights from
Dublin or Belfast, so you'll have to take a
flight to London and an onward connection.

The only direct flight from the US to
Romania is from New York to Bucharest with
Delta Airlines, with a return fare from around
US$1200 in high season, US$700 low
season. There are no direct flights from
Canada, so you'll have to use one of the
bigger European airlines to fly you into their
home hub, from where you can continue the
journey — expect to pay around US$750/
Can$1300 low season and US$1100/
Can$1600 high season. An alternative is to
fly into Budapest, in Hungary, from where
there are good onward bus and train
connections into Romania. Malev, the
Hungarian carrier, flies direct from both New
York’s JFK and Chicago to Budapest, with
fares from around US$650 low season and
US$800 high season, and they also schedule
direct flights from Toronto, with fares from
around Can$900 low season and Can$1100
high season.

sJisvd
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Climate change is the single biggest issue facing our planet. It is caused by a
build-up in the atmosphere of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, which
are emitted by many sources — including planes. Already, flights account for around
3-4 percent of human-induced global warming: that figure may sound small, but it is
rising year on year and threatens to counteract the progress made by reducing

greenhouse emissions in other areas.

Rough Guides regard travel, overall, as a global benefit, and feel strongly that the
advantages to developing economies are important, as are the opportunities for
greater contact and awareness among peoples. But we all have a responsibility to
limit our personal “carbon footprint”. That means giving thought to how often we fly
and what we can do to redress the harm that our trips create.

Pretty much every form of motorized travel generates CO,, but planes are
particularly bad offenders, releasing large volumes of greenhouse gases at altitudes
where their impact is far more harmful. Flying also allows us to travel much further
than we would contemplate doing by road or rail, so the emissions attributable to
each passenger become truly shocking. For example, one person taking a return
flight between Europe and California produces the equivalent impact of 2.5 tonnes
of CO, - similar to the yearly output of the average UK car.

Less harmful planes may evolve but it will be decades before they replace the
current fleet — which could be too late for avoiding climate chaos. In the meantime,
there are limited options for concerned travellers: to reduce the amount we travel by
air (take fewer trips, stay longer!), to avoid night flights (when plane contrails trap
heat from Earth but can’t reflect sunlight back to space), and to make the trips we
do take “climate neutral” via a carbon offset scheme.

Offset schemes run by climatecare.org, carbonneutral.com and others allow you
to “neutralize” the greenhouse gases that you are responsible for releasing. Their
websites have simple calculators that let you work out the impact of any flight. Once
that’s done, you can pay to fund projects that will reduce future carbon emissions
by an equivalent amount (such as the distribution of low-energy light bulbs and
cooking stoves in developing countries). Please take the time to visit our website

and make your trip climate neutral.

There are no direct flights from either
Australia or New Zealand to Romania, so
you'll have to change airlines, either in Asia
or Europe, although the best option is to fly
to a Western European gateway city and get
a connecting flight from there. A standard
return fare from eastern Australia to
Bucharest, via London, with Qantas, is
around AU$2200 low season and AU$2700
high season. Most flights typically require a
stop in London, Paris or Frankfurt, continuing
onwards from there. The same routings
apply for flights from New Zealand, with a

standard return fare from around N$2400
low season and NZ$3000 high season.

There are no direct flights from South Africa
to Romania, so you'll have to change airlines
at one of the main European gateways. A
standard return fare from Johannesburg to
Bucharest, via Frankfurt or Vienna (with
South African Airways or a leading European
airline), is around ZAR9500 low season and
ZAR11,500 high season.

Travelling by train is likely to be considerably
more expensive than flying, and the shortest



journey takes about 36 hours. However, it
can be a leisurely way of getting to the
country if you plan to stop off in other parts
of Europe along the way.

A standard second-class return ticket,
incorporating Eurostar, will cost around
£350. Eurostar trains depart more or less
hourly (roughly 6am-7.30pm) from London
St. Pancras through the Channel Tunnel to
Paris Gare du Nord (2hr 15min). Arriving in
Paris, you take a train to either Munich or
Vienna and change there for the next leg to
Budapest. In Budapest, you need to change
again for the last leg to Bucharest. Tickets
are usually valid for two to three months and
allow for unlimited stopovers.

You can get through-ticketing from stations
around Britain from Eurostar, many travel
agents and main-line stations. Inter-Rail,
Eurail, Britrail and Eurodomino passes give
discounts on Eurostar trains; for details of
rail passes, see “Getting around”, p.34.

Driving to Romania, a distance of 2000km
from London, can be a pleasant proposition.
However, it’s really only worth considering if
you are planning to travel around Romania
extensively or want to make various
stopovers en route.

Once across the channel (see p.30), the
best route (around thirty hours at a leisurely
pace with plenty of stops) is through France,
Germany, Austria and Hungary, passing
Frankfurt, Nuremberg, Regensburg, Linz,
Vienna and Budapest, and then taking the
EB0 down to the Bors frontier crossing near
Oradea or the E75/E68 to Nadlac near Arad.
Detailed printouts of the route can be
obtained from the websites of the AA (@ www
.theaa.com), or RAC (@www.rac.co.uk). See
p.34 for details of driving within Romania.

The bus journey from London to Bucharest
is a stamina-sapping 49 hours, with one
change in Cologne; the bus also stops in
Arad, Timisoara, Deva, Sibiu, Brasov and
Ploiesti before reaching Bucharest — the
same service then continues to Constanta.
A standard return fare costs around £180
(valid for six months), though look out for
promotional fares.

There is no shortage of operators in the UK
offering package and specialist-interest
tours to Romania — from the standard ski and
coastal resort holidays to more specialized
cultural, hiking and wildlife and conservation
trips. For fanatics, there are even Dracula-
themed tours. In Romania, there are several
more agencies offering ready-made and tailor-
made tours — these are detailed in the relevant
parts of the guide.

Online booking

(in Australia)
(in UK)
(in Ireland)
(in US)
(in Canada)
(in UK)
(in UK)
(in US)
(in Canada)
(in UK)
(in UK)
(in US)
(in UK)
(in US)
(in Canada)
(in Australia)
(in New Zealand)

Airlines

US and Canada & 1-888/247-2262,
UK ®0871/220-1111, Ireland ®01/679-
3958, Australia © 1300/65576, New Zealand
®0508/747-767; @ www.aircanada.com.

UK ®0870/142-4343, US
®1-800/237-2747, Canada ® 1-800/667-2747,
Australia ® 1300/390-190; @ www.airfrance.com.

New Zealand @ 0800/737-000,
UK ®0800/028-4149, Ireland ® 1800/551-447, US
®1-800/262-1234, Canada ® 1-800/663-5494;
@ www.airnewzealand.com.

UK ®0870/124-2625, Ireland
®1800/509, US and Canada @ 1-800/843-0002,
Australia ® 1800/642-438 or 612/9200-4800;

@ www.aua.com.

UK ®0870/850-9850, Ireland
®1890/626-747, US and Canada ® 1-800/
AIRWAYS, Australia ®1300/767-177, New Zealand
®09/966-9777; @ www.ba.com.
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US and Canada ®1-800/221-1212,
UK @ 0845/600-0950, Ireland ® 1850/882-031
or 01/407-3165, Australia ® 1300/302-849,
New Zealand ® 09/379-3370; @ www.delta.com.
UK ®0871/750-0100; ® www

.easyjet.com.

UK ®0870/507-
4074, Australia ® 1300/303-747, New Zealand
®09/309-1782; @ www.klm.com.

US ® 1-800/645-3880, Canada
®1-800/563-5954, UK ® 0870/837-7747,
Republic of Ireland & 01/844-5544, Australia
®1300/655-727, New Zealand @ 09/303-1529;

@ www.lufthansa.com.
UK ®0870/909-0577,
Ireland ® 0818/555-577, US @ 1-800/223-6884,
Canada ® 1-866/3797-313, Australia ® 612/9767-
4315; @ www.malev.hu.
Australia ©13-13-13, New
Zealand ® 0800/808-767 or 09/357-8900, UK
®0845/774-7767, Ireland ®01/407-3278, US and
Canada ® 1-800/227-4500; W www.qantas.com.
UK ®0871/246-0000, Ireland ® 0818/30-
30-30; @ www.ryanair.com.
SA ®11/978-1111,
US and Canada ®1-800/722-9675, UK
®0870/747-1111, Australia ® 1800/221 699,
New Zealand @ 09/977 2237; @ www.flysaa.com.
UK ®020/7224-3693, @ www.tarom.ro.
Poland @ 4822/500-9499; @ www
.Wwizzair.com.

Rail contacts

US ®1-800/CIT-TOUR. Eurail passes.
Australia ®02/9267-1255
or 03/9650-5510, @ www.cittravel.com.au. Eurail
passes.
US ©1-888/283-2424, @ www
.dertravel.com/rail. Eurail and country passes.
Canada @ 1-888/667-
9734, @www.europrail.net. Eurail and country passes.
UK ®0870/160 6600, @ www
.eurostar.com.

UK ®0870/584-8848, W www
.raileurope.co.uk; US ® 1-877/257-2887, Canada
@ 1-800/361-RAIL, W www.raileurope.com/us.
Discounted rail fares for under-26s on a variety of
European routes; also agents for Inter-Rail, Eurostar,
Eurodomino and the North American Eurail Pass.

Australia ® 1300/555-003 or 03/9642-

8644, @ www.railplus.com.au; NZ ® 09/377-5415,
@ www.railplus.co.nz. Eurail passes.

US & 1-800/223-7226 or 310/636-
4656, @ www.scantours.com. Eurail and European
country passes.

UK ®0871/230-0040, @ www
.statravel.co.uk; US ®1-800/781-4040,
@ www.statravel.com; Australia & 134-782,
@ www.statravel.com.au; New Zealand
@® 0800/474-400, @ www.statravel.co.nz; South
Africa ®0861/781-781, @ www.statravel.co.za.
Rail passes and discounts for under-26s.

UK ®0845/058-5858, Ireland
®01/677-7888, Australia ® 1300/780-212,

@ www.trailfinders.com. All-Europe passes.

Ferry contacts

UK ®0870/366-5333, Ireland
@®021/4277-801; @ www.brittanyferries.co.uk.
UK ®0870/252-0524,
@ www.dfdsseaways.co.uk.
UK ®0870/240-8070,
@ www.hoverspeed.co.uk.
UK ®0870/517-1717, Ireland
@ 0818/300-400, @ www.irishferries.com.
UK ®0870/0600-4321,
@ www.norfolkline.com.
UK ®0870/598-0333,
@ www.poferries.com.
UK ®0870/443-1653,
@ www.seafrance.com.
UK ®0871/222-7456,
@ www.speedferries.com.
UK ®0870/570-7070, Northern Ireland
®0870/520-4204, Republic of Ireland & 1/204-
7777, @ www.stenaline.co.uk.



Superfast Ferries UK ®0870/234-0870,

@ www.superfast.com.

Transmanche UK ®0800/917-1201, @ www
.transmancheferries.com.

Bus contacts

Eurolines UK ®0870/514-3219, @ www
.eurolines.co.uk; Ireland ®01/836-6111,
@ www.eurolines.ie.

STA Travel see opposite.

Trailfinders see opposite.

Agents and operators

ebookers UK ®0800/082-3000, W www
.ebookers.com; Ireland & 01/488-3507, @ www
.ebookers.ie. Low fares on an extensive selection of
scheduled flights and package deals.

North South Travel UK ®01245/608-291,

@ www.northsouthtravel.co.uk. Friendly,
competitive travel agency, offering discounted fares
worldwide. Profits are used to support projects in
the developing world, especially the promotion of
sustainable tourism.

Trailfinders see opposite. One of the best-informed
and most efficient agents for independent travellers.
STA Travel see opposite. Worldwide specialists in
independent travel; also student IDs, travel insurance,
car rental, rail passes and more. Good discounts for
students and under-26s.

Specialist operators in the UK

Ancient World Tours ®020/7917-9494, @ www
.ancient.co.uk. Archeological tours taking in sites
such as Histria, Adamclisi, and Sarmizegutsa, as well
as the Saxon churches and painted monasteries.
Avian Adventures ®01384/372-013, @ www
.avianadventures.co.uk. Birding in the Danube Delta.
Balkan Holidays ®0845/130-1114, @ www
.balkanholidays.co.uk. Two-country holidays on the
Romanian and Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, and ski
packages in Poiana Brasov.

Birdfinders ©01258/839-066, @ www
.birdfinders.co.uk. Birdwatching in the Danube Delta
and Carpathian mountains.

Equine Adventures ®0845/130-6981, @ www
.equineadventures.co.uk. Horse-riding and carriage-
driving in Transylvania.

Exodus ®020/8675-5550, @ www.exodus
.co.uk. Hiking and conservation tours — including wolf
tracking — in the Carpathians — with accommodation
in local guesthouses. In Ireland, contact Worldwide
Adventures ® 01/679-5700.

Explore Worldwide ®01252/760-000, ® www
.explore.co.uk. Guided tours (with some hiking) of

the Maramures villages, the painted monasteries of
Bucovina, and the Danube Delta.

High Places ®0114/275-7500, @ www
.highplaces.co.uk. Hikes — moderate to difficult — in
several mountain ranges in the Carpathians.
Inghams ®020/8780-4433, @ www.inghams
.co.uk. Ski packages in Poiana Brasov.

Limosa Holidays ®01263/578-143, ® www
limosaholidays.co.uk. Nature trips in the Danube
Delta and along the Black Sea coast, and a two-
country (with Hungary) Birds and Bears trip.

Martin Randall Travel ®020/8742-3355,

@ www.martinrandall.com. Summer tour of
Bucovina’s painted monasteries, with accommodation
in comfortable three- and four-star hotels.
Naturetrek ®01962/733-051, @ www.naturetrek
.co.uk. Wildlife tour — flora and fauna — in the
Carpathians in May and Aug.

Ride World Wide ®01837/82544, @www
.rideworldwide.co.uk. Riding holidays in the
Carpathians between April and Oct; four to six hours’
riding daily and accommodation in local guesthouses.
Romania Travel Centre ®01892/516-901,

@ www.romaniatravelcentre.com. Romania
specialists offering a comprehensive programme
including Bucharest city breaks, coastal, ski and spa
holidays, eco-tours and biking trips. Flights and tailor-
made accommodation deals too.

Transylvan ®020/8568-4499, W www.transylvan
.co.uk. Treasures of Transylvania, Best of Romania,
Bucharest city tours and tailor-made trips.

Cransylvania 4¢
imncovered g f:

ISCOVER THE LAND

BEYOND THE FOREST

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE TRAVEL SERVICE FOR

ROMANIA

+44 1539 531258 (International)
0845 3000 247 (UK local rate)

www.beyondtheforest.com
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®©01482/350-216, @www
.beyondtheforest.com. Comprehensive Romania
specialists offering package and special interest tours
(wilderness, wine and culture, riding, spas, Dracula),
flights, accommodation, car hire and rail tickets.
®01305/267-994, @ www
.naturalist.co.uk. Birdwatching trips to the Danube
Delta/Transylvania in May and Sept.
®0870/762-4017, @ www
.vamostravel.com. Various offerings including the
painted monasteries, Bucharest city breaks (plus stag
weekends and opera and ballet), and Dracula tours.

Specialist operators in the US
and Canada

@1-800/228-8747 or 510/654-
1879, @ www.adventurecenter.com. Trekking and
conservation and wildlife tours in the Carpathians,
and village folklore and Danube Delta tour.
®1-800/665-3998, @ www
.adventures-abroad.com. Countrywide tour, including
Transylvania and the painted monasteries, as well as
multi-country tours (Romania/Hungary/Bulgaria/
Ukraine and so on).
& 1-888/CONTIKI, @ www.contiki
.com. 18- to 35-year-olds-only tour operator.
Extensive European tours, some of which
incorporate Romania.
®818/956-8397,

@ www.dreamtourist.com. Tours of the castles and
palaces of Transylvania and the Bucovina monasteries,
as well as Dracula tours.

®1-877/426-8056, W www
.elderhostel.org. Multi-country tours and cruises.

®1-800/621-

8687, @ www.romtour.com. Wide range of tours and
fully customized packages, including Jewish Heritage
and Dracula tours, as well as Bucharest city packages.

®1-800/368-2794, W www
.wildernesstravel.com. Hiking expeditions throughout
the Carpathians.

Specialist operators in Australia
and New Zealand

Australia ® 02/8913-0755,
@ www.adventureworld.com.au; New Zealand
®09/524-5118, @ www.adventureworld.co.nz.
Agents for Explore’s escorted tours through the
Maramures and Danube Delta regions.
Australia ® 1800/242-353 or
07/5526-2855, @ www.easterneurotours.com.au.
Transylvanian ski and snowboarding holidays, painted
monasteries tours and Dracula tours.
New Zealand ® 03/540-3208, @ www
.highplaces.co.nz. Hikes — moderate to difficult — in
several mountain ranges in the Carpathians.

Getting around

The SNCFR (Societatea Nationald a Cailor
Ferate Roméne, generally known as the
CFR, or ChéFéRé) network covers most of
the country. Tickets are incredibly cheap —
a one-hundred-kilometre trip (second class)
is around €3-8 — though this is offset by the
habitually derelict carriages, bizarre timetable

and sweltering/freezing conditions. Often
crowded, trains frequently lack light and
water, making long journeys somewhat
purgatorial. Those who use the trains
regularly, however, often end up very much
in sympathy with their rough-and-ready spirit
and the generally excellent timekeeping.
Moreover, many routes are wonderfully
scenic, particularly in Transylvania.



There are several types of train: Intercity
(“IC”) and Rapid (“R”) services, halting only
at major towns, are the most comfortable
and expensive types of train, while Accel-
erats (“A”) are only slightly slower, with more
frequent stops, and are the standard means
of inter-urban travel. The painfully slow
Personal (“P”) trains should be avoided as a
rule, unless you’re heading for some tiny
destination. EuroCity (‘EC”) and EuroNight
(“EN”) trains have final destinations abroad.

Trains generally conform to the timetables
(orar trenurilor) displayed in stations and CFR
offices; arrivals are often on a white board,
departures on a yellow one. For key terms,
see p.487. Watch out for services that run
only during certain months (circuld numai, eg
Ontre 9.V si 8.1X — May 9 and Sept 8), or
only on particular days (1 represents Mon, 2
represents Tues and so on; nu circula
Sémbata si Duminica means the service
doesn’t run on Sat or Sun). If you're planning
to travel a lot by train, try to get hold of the
notoriously elusive national CFR timetable,
the Mersul Trenurilor, issued each December.
Otherwise, you could check out the web
version, ®Wwww.cfr.ro. In any case, you
should always check at the station. Details
of main routes are given in the text, and
summarized at the end of each chapter.

Left luggage offices (bagaje de mana)
exist in most train stations, where you'l
usually have to pay around €1; there may
also be lockers, but it's best to avoid these,
as the locks have a tendency to jam.

Tickets

Fares (calculated by distance travelled) are
extremely low; for example, a journey of

100km on an Intercity service will cost
around €9 second class, and around €12
first class (around €8/10 on a Rapid, and
€3/5 on a Personal), which makes travelling
first class a bargain. Supplements are
required on Intercity and Rapid services,
costing around €5 and €3 respectively for a
100km journey. Advance bookings for fast
services are recommended, and on most
such trains you're required to have a seat
reservation, although if you board at a
relatively minor stop you may have to take
pot luck. In most stations, tickets are now
computerized, with all information on one
piece of paper. In smaller places, however,
your ticket (bilet) will usually be accompanied
by a second piece of card, indicating the
service (nr. trenului), your carriage (vagon)
and reserved seat (foc). Return tickets (bilet
dus intors) are rarely issued except for inter-
national  services. Many long-distance
overnight trains have sleeping cars (vagon
de dormit) and couchettes (cusete), for
which a surcharge of around €10-15 and
€6-10 (depending upon how many berths
there are) respectively is levied.

With the exception of Personal trains,
tickets are sold at stations only an hour
before departure time, and usually at specific
windows for each train; these are not always
clearly marked, so buying a ticket can lead
to a bit of a scrum. Far easier (though
costing a little extra) is to book tickets a day
ahead — or seven days for services to the
coast during summer — at the local Agentia
CFR. Addresses of offices are given in the
guide, and in the CFR timetable. Should
you fall victim to double-booking, ticket
collectors are notoriously corrupt and a small

The red-covered Thomas Cook European Timetables details schedules of the main
Romanian train services, as well as timings of ferry routes and rail-connecting
bus services. It’s updated and issued every month; main changes are in the June
edition (published mid- to end May), which has details of the summer European
schedules, and the October one (published mid- to end Sept), which includes
winter schedules; some have advance summer/winter timings also. The book can
be bought online (for a ten percent discount) at @ www.thomascookpublishing.com
or from branches of Thomas Cook (see ®www.thomascook.co.uk for your nearest
branch), and costs £10.50. Their useful Rail Map of Europe can also be purchased
online for 25 percent off the normal retail price of £7.95.
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tip can work wonders. Indeed, some people
never buy tickets, simply paying off the
conductor instead.

Rail passes

There are a number of rail passes available
for travelling in Romania. Inter-Rail passes
(Wwww.interrail.net) are only available to
European residents (or if you've been
resident in a European country for at least
six months), and you will be asked to
provide proof of residency before being
allowed to buy one. They come in over-26
and (cheaper) under-26 versions, and cover
31 countries.

The old zonal passes have been replaced
with a global pass, covering all 31
countries (one month continuous €599 for
over-26s/€399 for under-26s; 22 days
continuous €469/309; 10 days in 22
€359/239; 5 days in 10 €249/159), and
one-country passes. For Romania this
costs: 8 days in one month €139 over-
26s/€90 under-26s; 6 days in one month
€119/77; 4 days in one month €89/58; 3
days in one month €69/45.

Inter-Rail passes do not include travel
between Britain and the continent, although
holders are eligible for discounts on rail travel
in Britain and Northern Ireland and cross-
Channel ferries, as well as reduced rates on
the London-Paris Eurostar service.

Non-European residents qualify for the
Eurail pass (W www.eurail.com), which must
be bought before arrival in Europe (or from
RailEurope in London). The pass allows
unlimited travel in eighteen European
countries and is available in increments from
15 days to three months. There is also a
Romania pass, which allows for five days
(€127 for over-26s/€101 for under 26s) or
ten days (€221/177) first-class travel over a
two-month period.

Romania’s bus network consists of a
confusing and poorly coordinated array of
private companies, and is really only useful if
you’re planning to visit some local village not
served by train. In the countryside, knowing
when and where to wait for the bus is a local
art form, and on Sundays many regions have
no local buses at all.

An increasingly popular mode of road
transport are minibuses, or maxitaxis. The
advantage they have over trains is the
frequency and speed with which they can
get you to your chosen destination. That
said, passengers are usually crammed
aboard with scant regard for comfort, and
there's generally very little luggage space
available. Moreover, the speed and reckless-
ness with which many drivers go about
getting to their destination leaves a lot to be
desired. Prices are slightly higher than trains
— expect to pay around €3.50 from
Bucharest to Pitesti (100km), or €6 from
Bucharest to Brasov (250km). Maxitaxis
often begin and end their journeys from the
local bus or train station. Main bus and
maxitaxi routes are listed in the “Travel
Details” section at the end of each chapter in
this Guide.

All towns have local bus services, and in
the main cities you'll also find trams (tramvai)
and trolley buses (troleibuz). Tickets are
normally sold in pairs (around €0.30) from
street kiosks. Validate them yourself aboard
the vehicle, but be prepared to fight your
way to the machine through the crush.

Driving in Romania is, on the whole, an
attractive proposition. Outside the major
towns and cities, you'll find the roads
relatively traffic-free, and many routes,
particularly ~ through ~ Transylvania, are
wonderfully scenic. The main roads (Drum
National or DN) are, generally speaking, in
good condition. The quality of the county
roads (Drum Judetean), however, is variable,
while many of the local roads are disinte-
grating — potholes are a particularly nasty
hazard. It is also a big country, and long
distances are best covered at a steady
pace, especially if driving in the more
mountainous regions where greater powers
of concentration are required.

More generally, Romanian driving habits
often leave much to be desired, and a parti-
cular danger is overtaking at absurdly risky
moments. In rural areas, the danger isn’'t so
much other motorized traffic as the risk of
hitting horses and carts, drunks on bicycles
and various animals that have yet to accept
the impact of the motor age - squashed



The most important rules are to drive on the right and overtake on the left side, G

and for traffic on a roundabout to give way to traffic entering from the left. Seat
belts are required outside towns. Speed limits for cars are 50kph in built-up areas,
90kph on the open road, and 120kph on the motorway. Drinking and driving is
absolutely prohibited and severely punished. It is also forbidden to use a hand-held

mobile phone while driving.
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Police (politia) are empowered to levy on-the-spot fines for road traffic offences,
but they cannot collect them; instead you'll be issued with a ticket (typically
€40-80); if you settle up within 48 hours — at one of the CEC savings banks found in
most towns — then you'll only have to pay half the fine.

If you have an accident, you’re legally obliged to await the arrival of the police.
You can get technical assistance and motoring information from ACR (Romanian
Automobile Club), whose main Bucharest offices are at Str. Tache lonescu 27
(®021/315 5510) and Sos. Colentina 1 (®021/635 4140). In the event of a
breakdown, call ACR’s 24-hour breakdown service on ®222 2222, whereupon an
English-speaking operator will direct you to the nearest point of assistance.

dogs lying on the side of the road are an all
too common sight. For these reasons, it's
best to avoid driving after dark wherever
possible. The usual precautions apply when
it comes to the potential for theft: never
leave valuables inside the car and always
lock it, even if you're just popping into a
shop for five minutes.

Romania makes a fine country for
motorcycling, though the speed limit for
motorbikes is ludicrously low: 40kph in
built-up areas and only 50kph (30mph)
on the open road. Helmets are compulsory
and you should bring vital spares, as well as
a tool kit.

Petrol stations (benzarie) can be found
almost everywhere, even in the most rural
backwaters — the best and most common
are those run by the Romanian-run
PETROM, OMV (Austrian), MOL (Hungarian)
and Shell, many of which have good
refreshment and toilet facilities; you should
avoid the small, private stations, where fuel
may be dirty or diluted. Most cars just use
regular benzind, but super and lead-free
petrol (fard plomb) and diesel (motorina) are
widely available — expect to pay around
€0.70 per litre of unleaded. Credit cards are
accepted at most stations. While most
service stations operate from around 7am
to 8 or 9pm, quite a few are open around
the clock, usually located on the outskirts of
larger towns and cities.

Car rental

Renting a car is simple enough, provided
you are 21 or older, and hold a valid national
driving licence. You can order a car through
rental agencies in your home country (see
below), which sometimes works out cheaper,
particularly if you book online. Most of the
major companies have branches in Bucharest
(and Henri Coanda airport) and the other
major cities. Costs are not especially cheap;
expect to pay around €45-55 for a day’s hire
(unlimited mileage), the rate decreasing
slightly the longer the hire period. You may
find that local companies, such as Pan
Travel (see p.242), offer better deals. Credit
cards are usually required for a deposit.

Car rental agencies

UK ®0870/606-0100, @ www.avis.co.uk;

Northern Ireland ® 028/9024-0404, Republic
of Ireland ®021/428-1111, @ www.avis.ie;
US & 1-800/230-4898, Canada ® 1-800/272-
5871, @ www.avis.com; Australia ® 13/6333
or ©02/9353-9000, @ www.avis.com.au;
NZ ®09/526-2847 or 0800/655 111,
@ www.avis.co.nz.

UK ®0800/973-159, @ www.budget
.co.uk; Ireland ®09/0662-7711, @ www.budget
.ie; US @ 1-800/527-0700, Canada ® 1-800/472-
3325, @ www.budget.com; Australia @ 1300/362-
848, @ www.budget.com.au; NZ ®09/976-2222 or 35
0800/652-227, @ www.budget.co.nz.
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Northern Ireland ® 028/9445-
2565, @ www.thrifty.co.uk.
US & 1-800/800-3665, W www.dollar.com.
UK ®0870/607-5000, @ www.europcar
.co.uk; Northern Ireland @ 028/9442-3444,
Republic of Ireland ®01/614-2888, @ www
.europcar.ie; US & Canada & 1-877/940-6900,
@ www.europcar.com; Australia ®1300/131-390,
@ www.deltaeuropcar.com.au.

UK ®0870/844-8844, @ www.hertz
.co.uk; Ireland ®01/676 7476, @ www.hertz.ie;
US ® 1-800/654-3001, Canada ® 1-800/263-
0600, @ www.hertz.com; Australia & 03/9698-
2555, @ www.hertz.com.au; NZ ® 0800/654-321,
@ www.hertz.co.nz.

UK ®0870/400-0099, W www
.holidayautos.co.uk; Ireland & 01/872-9366,
@ www.holidayautos.ie; Australia ® 1330/554-
432, @ www.holidayautos.com.au; NZ
©0800/144-040, @ www.holidayautos.co.nz.
UK ®0870/536-5365, W www

.nationalcar.co.uk; US ® 1-800/962-7070,
@ www.nationalcar.com; Australia ® 13/1045,
@ www.nationalcar.com.au; NZ @ 0800/800-115
or 03/366-5574, @ www.nationalcar.co.nz.

Republic of Ireland & 1850/206-088,
@ www.irishcarrentals.ie.

UK ®0870/500-5566, W www
.suncars.com.
UK ®01494/751-600, W www.thrifty

.co.uk; Republic of Ireland & 1800/515-800,
@ www.thrifty.ie; US and Canada & 1-800/847-
4389, @ www.thrifty.com; Australia ® 1300/367-
227, @ www.thrifty.com.au; NZ ©09/309-0111,
@ www.thrifty.co.nz.

Given the mountainous terrain and the poor
state of many of the country roads, you'l
need to be fit and self-reliant to cycle around
Romania. Cycle shops are few and far
between, although most village mechanics
can manage basic repairs. Carry a spare tyre
and a few spokes, and check carrier nuts
regularly, as the potholes and corrugations
will rapidly shake them loose. A touring bike
is better than a mountain bike unless you
want to go off-road; with the immense
network of forestry roads (Drum Forestiere)
and free access to the hills, genuine

mountain biking is wonderful here. If you do
bring your own bike, avoid cycling in
Bucharest, where the roads are so
hazardous that few people ever cycle there
and drivers will have little idea how of to
avoid you. Carrying your bike by train is
easiest on Personal services, where you can
simply put it in the carriage, though you
should stay with it at all times and will
probably have to tip the conductor; on
Accelerats, it'll have to be carried in the
baggage van (this should be indicated on the
timetable) and a good tip is necessary to
ensure that it's properly guarded.

Hitchhiking (autostop or occasie) is an
integral part of the Romanian transport
system to supplement patchy or nonexistent
services on backroads — it's even common
(although illegal) on the autostrada. It’s
accepted practice to pay (a very small
amount) for lifts; although this is often waived
for foreigners, make sure you've got some
small change to hand if you think it would be
good to give the driver some money. Hitch-
hiking, however, is a risky business in any
country, and if you decide to travel this way,
take all sensible precautions. It goes without
saying that women should never hitch alone,
nor is hitching at night advisable.

Romania has a well-integrated plane
network, serving most of the larger cities.
TAROM’s domestic services depart most
days from Bucharest’s Henri Coanda airport
to Bacau, Baia Mare, Cluj, Constanta, lasi,

Oradea, Satu Mare, Sibiu, Suceava,
Timigsoara and Targu Mures. In addition,
Carpatair (Wwww.carpatair.ro) operates

flights from Timigsoara to Bacau, Bucharest,
Cluj, Constanta, Craiova, lasi, Oradea, Satu
Mare, Sibiu and Suceava. A single fare for
any destination within the country is typically
around €40-60; bookings should be made
at least 36 hours in advance.



Accommodation

In summer, it's safer, though only really
essential on the coast, to make advance
hotel reservations. If you're keen to save
money on accommodation and you're travel-
ling around a lot, you can use the trains to
your advantage. On the long overnight
journeys by Rapid or Accelerat train, it only
costs a little more to book a comfortable
sleeping car or couchette.

Hotels use the traditional five-star grading
system for classification, although in many
cases this often gives only the vaguest idea of
prices, which can fluctuate wildly according
to the locality and season. Outside Bucharest
and the coast, the average three-star hotel
can cost anything between €35 and €56 for a
double room. Moreover, the ratings are not
always indicative of the quality of a place,
particularly at the lower end of the scale,
where standards can, and do, vary tremen-
dously. The plushest four- and five-star hotels
(mostly confined to Bucharest, the coast and
the major cities) offer all the luxuries one would
expect of such establishments, while three-
star hotels can be unpredictable in terms of
both quality and cost; you should, however,
expect a reasonable standard of comfort, as
well as private bathroom and TV, in most.

In some of the most basic places you may
find that hot water is only available for a few
hours a day (cu program), so check before
deciding to take a room. It's not unusual,
either, to find some hotels in smaller towns
doubling up as the local nightclub.

There are a growing number of pensions,
too, many of which offer much better value
than hotels of a similar price. Motels often
have similar facilities and prices to the mid-
range hotels, but since they’re situated along
main highways or beyond urban ring roads,
are not much use unless you have your own
transport. You may also come across sport
hotels (an old East European institution),
which were traditionally intended for visiting
teams and school groups, but which now
admit tourists too. Although often very basic,
they invariably offer a clean and cheap place
to bed down for the night.

Village homestays (agroturism) - rural
farmhouse-style accommodation - offer
visitors the opportunity to spend some time
with a Romanian family (not all of whom will
speak English) in often lovely surrounds. The
downside is that many places are in fairly
remote locations, and are therefore difficult to

Hotels listed in this guide have been coded according to the scale below. Prices
given are for the cheapest double room available during peak season. Though you
will generally pay for your room in leu, the codes are expressed in euros as the
Romanian leu is still a relatively unstable currency.

Under €15 €36-45
€16-25 €46-55
€26-35 €56-70

€71-85
€86-100
Over €101
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reach without your own transport. Homestays
are graded according to a daisy classifica-
tion system; four or five daisies (of which
there are few) denotes a house with large,
well-furnished rooms with private bathroom
or shower/toilet, while one or two daisies
represents a more basic place offering shared
shower and toilet facilities. Expect to pay
between €10-15 per person per night
depending upon the category; many places
also offer breakfast (around €3) and dinner
(€5-7) upon request. The excellent website
@www.ruralturism.ro lists a number of
homestays throughout the country.

In addition to the schemes listed here, you
should also look out for signs reading cazare
la particular or camere de inchiriat (private
rooms) in traditional resorts and more
touristed areas. In the countryside, where
there is a strong custom of hospitality,
people may take you in and refuse payment,
but you should offer something anyway, or
come armed with a few packets of coffee,
which make welcome presents.

The official nationwide body for homestays
is ANTREC (the National Association of
Rural, Ecological and Cultural Tourism)
B-dul. Marasti 59, Bucharest (®021/222
8001, @www.antrec.ro). The other two
options are based outside Romania: the
offices of OVR (Opération Villages Roumains)
are in Charleroi, Belgium ® +32/071/284082,
@®ovr@win.be), but bookings can be made
in Romania through PanTravel, Str. Groza-
vescu 13, 3400 Cluj (®0264/420 516,
@® office@pantravel.ro); while the Amsterdam-
based ECEAT (the European Centre for Eco-
Agro Tourism; ®+31/20/668 1030, ®www
.eceat.org), with a less structured network in
Alba, Mures, Harghita and Bucovina
counties, is coordinated by the Focus Eco-
Center in Targu Mures (OP 6, PO Box 620,
Str. Crinului 22; ®0265/262 170, @info
@focuseco.ro). In addition, there’s a network
of Gastehauser in the Saxon Vvillages;
although these aren’t homestays, they still
provide village accommodation, coordinated
by Kilian Ddrr, Evangelisches Pfarrhaus, Piata
Huet 1, 2400 Sibiu (®&®0269/211 203)
and Hugo Schneider, Str. Gh. Doja 23,
Medias (®0269/828 605). A guidebook to
the Géstehduser is available in English from
The Mihai Eminescu Trust, 63 Hillgate Place,

London W8 7SS, UK (®020/7792-9998,
@www.mihaieminescutrust.org).

Romania has a rapidly expanding network of
youth hostels (@www.hi-hostels-romania
.ro), with around half a dozen in Bucharest,
as well as excellent options in Brasov, Cluj,
Sibiu and Sighisoara and even in smaller
towns such as Deva and Miercurea Ciuc.
Expect to pay around €10-15 for a dorm
bed, €18-20 for a bed in a double room,
and €25 for a single-bed room — breakfast is
usually extra.

While student accommodation is largely
in short supply, you may find the odd student
residence wiling to let out a bed, though
these are largely available only in July and
August — however, these are unlikely to be
advertised, so ask for details at the local
tourist office or town agency.

In the countryside, particularly in the
mountainous areas favoured by hikers, there
are well over a hundred cabanas or hikers’
huts, ranging from chic alpine villas with
dozens of bedrooms to fairly primitive
chalets with bunk beds and cold running
water. The hikers’ cabanas are generally
friendly and serve as useful places to pick
up information about trails and the weather.
Some (mainly in the Bucegi range) can be
easily reached by cable car, while others are
situated on roads just a few kilometres from
towns; however, the majority are fairly
isolated and accessible only by mountain
tracks or footpaths. The location of the
cabanas is shown rather vaguely on an ONT
map, Cabane Turistice, but more precisely
on hiking maps. Cabanas are supposed not
to turn hikers away, but in the Fagaras
mountains, in particular, it might be wise to
book in advance, by phone or through a
local agency. Beds in remoter areas cost
about €3-4, a little more for a private room
or in one of the more comfortable cabanas.

Romania has well over a hundred
campsites, situated all over the country.
You'll generally pay about €3 per person per



night, though an ISIC student card may
secure a thirty- to fifty-percent reduction.
Second-class campsites are rudimentary,
usually with filthy toilets, but first-class sites
often have cabins or bungalows (cdsute) for
rent (about €5 for a two-bed cabin), hot
showers and even a restaurant. Bear in mind
that water shortages hit campsites especially
hard, and that along the coast overcrowding
is a major drawback.

In the mountains, though certain areas
may be designated as a camping area (loc
de campare), these are few and far between.
However, providing you don’t light fires in
forests, leave litter or damage nature
reserves, officialdom turns a blind eye to
tourists camping wild, or, at the worst, may
simply tell you to move along.

If you're planning to do a lot of camping,
an international camping carnet is a good

investment. The carnet gives discounts at
member sites and serves as useful identifica-
tion. Many campsites will take it as an
alternative to depositing your passport
during your stay, and it covers you for third-
party insurance when camping.

In the UK and lIreland, the carnet costs
£4.50/€10, and is available to members of the
AA or the RAC (see p.29), or the Camping
and Caravanning Club (©024/7669-4995,
@ www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk)
the CTC (®0870/873-0061, ®Wwww.ctc.org
.Uk), or the Carefree Travel Service
(®024/7642-2024), which provides the carnet
free if you take out insurance with them.

In the US and Canada, the carnet is
available for US$10 from home motoring
organizations, or from Family Campers and
FCRVers (FCRV; ®1-800/245-9755 or
®716/668-6242, @www.fcrv.org).

Food and drink

If you're staying in a hotel, breakfast typically
consists of a light meal of bread rolls and
butter (sometimes known as ceai complet),
to which an omelette, salty cheese or long,
unappealing-looking skinless sausages can
be added. This is washed down with an
overly strong coffee or a cup of tea.

For snacks, known as gustdri (also the
Romanian word for hors d’oeuvres), look out
for flaky pastries (pateuri) filled with cheese
or meat, often dispensed through hatches in
the walls of bakeries; brioche, a Moldavian

speciality; sandwiches (sanadvici); a variety of
spicy griled sausages and meatballs,
normally sold by street vendors and in beer
gardens; and small pizzas topped with
cheese, salami and ketchup. Note that a
“snack bar” serves only drinks. Ice cream,
however, is sold on the streets almost all
year round.

Wherever you eat, it's best to go upmarket
if you can, since the choice of dishes in
cheaper restaurants — which tend to be
thinly disguised beer halls — is limited to

sJisvd

39



\ saIsva @

40

cutlet (cotlet) and chips. At least the grisly
self-service Autoservire canteens that
Ceausescu intended to make the mainstay
of Romanian catering have largely vanished;
unfortunately, they’ve been replaced for the
most part by burger bars. Lacto-Vegetarian
restaurants are also vanishing; although not
particularly vegetarian, where they still exist
they offer affordable food in reasonably
congenial surroundings. Whatever you settle
on, always enquire Care feluri le serviti
astazi, ve rog? (“What do you have today?”)
or Ce Ohmi recomandati? (“What do you
recommend?”) before studying the menu
too seriously, for sometimes the only thing
going is the set menu (un meniu fix), usually
dominated by pork.

Inevitably, standards of service vary
depending upon the type of establishment
you are dining in, but generally speaking,
don’t expect anything but the most perfunc-
tory of service from staff who may or may
not speak English. Increasingly, a number of
restaurants have a no-smoking section,
although this remains the exception rather
than the rule.

At smarter restaurants, there’s a fair chance
of finding authentic Romanian dishes,
which can be delicious. The best known is
sarmale — cabbage leaves stuffed with rice,
meat and herbs, usually served (or sometimes
baked) with sour cream or horseradish; they
are sometimes also made with vine leaves
(sarmalute in foi de vitd) or, in Maramures,
with corn (sarmale cu pasat). Mamaligd,
maize mush or polenta, often served with
sour cream, is authentic country fare. Stews
(tocane) and other dishes often feature a
combination of meat and dairy products.
Muschi ciobanesc (shepherd’s sirloin) is pork
stuffed with ham, covered in cheese and
served with mayonnaise, cucumber and
herbs; while muschi poiana (meadow sirloin)
is beef stuffed with mushrooms, bacon,
pepper and paprika, served in a vegetable
purée and tomato sauce.

Keep an eye out for regional specialities
(specialitatile regiunii). Moldavian cooking is
reputedly the best in Romania, featuring
rissoles (péarjoale), and more elaborate dishes
such as rasol moldovenesc cu hrean (boiled

pork, chicken or beef, with a sour cream and
horseradish  sauce), tochiturd moldove-
neasca (a pork stew, with cheese, mamaliga,
and a fried egg on top), rulade de pui
(chicken roulade) and pui Campulungean
(chicken stuffed with smoked bacon,
sausage, garlic and vegetables). Because of
Romania’s Turkish past, you may come
across moussaka and varieties of pilaf, while
the German and Hungarian minorities have
contributed such dishes as smoked pork
with sauerkraut and Transylvanian hotpot.

Cakes and desserts are sticky and very
sweet. Romanians enjoy pancakes and
pies with various fillings, as well as Turkish-
influenced baclava and savarind (crisp
pastry soaked in syrup and filled with
whipped cream).

The situation for vegetarians has improved in
recent years, although in a country where
voluntarily doing without meat is usually
beyond comprehension, there remains a
paucity of imagination. You can try requesting
something fara carne, va rog (“without meat,
please”), or check este cu carne? (“does it
contain meat?”), but you're unlikely to get
very far. It's worth asking for ghiveci (mixed
stewed veg); ardei umpluti (stuffed peppers);
oud umplute picante or oud umplute cu
ciuperci  (eggs with a spicy filing or
mushroom stuffing); oud romanesti (poached
eggs); or vegetables and salads (see p.492).
However, in practice, you're likely to end up
with omelette, mamaliga (maize mush or
polenta) or cascaval pané (cheese fried in
breadcrumbs).

Cafés called cofetdrie serve coffee, soft
drinks, cakes, ice cream and beer.
Romanians usually take their coffee black
and sweet in the Turkish fashion; ask for
cafea cu lapte if you prefer it with milk, or
fara zahar without sugar. The instant varieties
are called Ness. Bars, meanwhile, are
generally men-only places and range from
dark rough-and-ready dives to places with a
rather chintzy ice-cream-parlour atmosphere.
They’re all usually open well into the small
hours, except in smaller towns. A crama is a
wine cellar, while a gradina de vard is a



terrace or garden, usually offering mititei
(spicy sausages) as well as beer.

The national drink is {fuicd, a tasty,
powerful brandy usually made of plums,
taken neat. In rural areas, homemade spirits
can be fearsome stuff, often twice distilled
(to over 50 percent strength, even when
diluted) to yield palincd, much rougher than
grape brandy (rachiu or coniac). All spirits are
alarmingly cheap (and served in large
measures, usually 10cl; ask for a mic, 5cl, if
you want less), except for whisky, which
retails for around €12 a bottle.

Most beer is European-style lager (bere
blondd). Silva (from Reghin), Valea Prahova
(from Azuga), Ciucas (from Brasov), Ursus
(from Cluj), Ciuc (from Miercurea Ciuc),
Timisoreana (from Timisoara) and Hateg are
probably the best regional brews, while
Bergenbier and Eggenburger are acceptable
mass-produced brands; you will also
occasionally find brown ale (bere neagréa or
brund). Beer is usually sold by the bottle, so

The media

Most of Romania’s newspaper offices are
in the Casa Presei Libere, north of central
Bucharest. There are supposedly some
1600 titles nationwide, many of them local,
and very few of any real worth. There are
plenty of private radio stations, but for
news most listeners tune into foreign
stations, especially the BBC World Service
(Wwww.bbc.co.uk/worldservice), Radio
Canada (@www.rcinet.ca) and Voice of
America  (@www.voa.gov).  Romanian
television offers the standard diet of news,
soaps and gameshows, and is rarely turned
off in many homes and bars. Once restricted

a request for o sticld will normally get you
one of whatever’s available; draught beer is
known as halbd.

Romania’s best wines — and they are
good — are the white Grasa from Cotnari,
near lagi; Tamaioasa, a luscious, late-
harvested Moldavian dessert wine; Feteasca
Neagra, the blackberryish reds from Dealu
Mare, east of Ploiesti; and the sweet dessert
wines from Murfatlar (notably Merlot and
Cabernet Sauvignon, and white Muscat
Ottonel). They can be obtained in most
restaurants, while some places may just
offer you a choice of red or white. Sparkling
(spumos) wines from Alba lulia and Panciu
(north of Focsani) are very acceptable. Wine
is rarely sold by the glass, but it does no
harm to ask — Servifi vin la pahar?

Coca-Cola, Pepsi and Romanian mineral
water are omnipresent; Romanian soft drinks,
such as Cappy or Frutti Fresh, are good thirst-
quenchers, but only severe dehydration
justifies resorting to the indigenous sirop.

to two hours a day, with half of that devoted
to Ceausescu’s feats — ironically, it was TV
that played a crucial role in his overthrow
(see p.69) — these days there is no shortage
of programming. Like many of the foreign-
language programmes on Romanian TV,
films at the cinema are shown in their
original language with Romanian subtitles.

Nationalist papers have a total circulation
of around a million, but the biggest sellers
are the sensationalist tabloid Tineretul Liber
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(Free Youth) and the most useful, Romania
Libera (Free Romania).

Most of the very few English-language
publications that exist are found in
Bucharest; Nine O’Clock (@www.nineoclock
.ro), a reasonably informed, though not
particularly well-written, daily news sheet
available free in hotels, and Bucharest
Business Week (@www.bbw.ro), a standard
business weekly with the occasionally
enlightening article, are useful. Of the listings
magazines, Bucharest In Your Pocket
(®Wwww.inyourpocket.com) is by far the most
informative and up-to-date, while Bucharest

Festivals

While the last are public holidays, and never
change their dates, other festivals are less
predictable. The Orthodox Easter is a
moveable feast and still reckoned according
to the Julian calendar, rather than the
Gregorian calendar that’s used in the West
and for secular purposes in Romania. Rural
festivals take place on a particular day of a
month, the actual date varying from year to
year, and they can also be advanced or
delayed depending on the progress of the
crops. Check dates at the cultural office in the
county prefecture. Festivals specific to partic-
ular places are listed at the appropriate point
in the Guide; the following is an overview.

Winter festivals

Christmas (Craciun) and New Year
(Revelion) celebrations are spread over the
period from December 24 to January 7, and
preparations often begin as early as
December 6 (St Nicholas’ Day) while on
December 20, pigs are slaughtered for the

— What, Where, When, has local editions for
Brasov, Cluj, lasi and Timigoara.

The state channel TVR isn’t too bad, offering
a reasonable mix of independent news and
documentaries on two channels (TVR1 and
TVR2), while commercial channels such as
ProTV and Antena 1 do the soap/quiz/sport
thing to varying degrees of success. Many
people also now have access to cable TV,
offering the standard foreign channels — BBC
World, CNN, MTV and so on. Any decent
hotel should have TV with cable or satellite TV.

forthcoming feasts. Groups of youths and
children meet to prepare the festival
costumes and masks, and to rehearse the
colinde - allegorical songs wishing good
health and prosperity for the coming year
that are sung outside each household on
Christmas Eve (Ajun), when the faithful
exchange pastries called turte.

In Moldavia and Bucovina, processions
follow the Caprd, a goat-costumed dancer
whose mask has a moveable lower jaw
which he clacks in time with the music (to
represent the death pangs of the old year).
The masked carnival on December 27 in the
Maramures town of Sighet has similar
shamanistic origins.

On New Year’s Eve in rural areas, groups
of plugdrasi (ploughmen) pull a plough
festooned with green leaves from house to
house, cutting a symbolic furrow in each
yard while a doina (an ancient song) calling
for good health and fecundity is recited. In
Transylvania this is accompanied by carolling,



for example at Arpas and Sercaia in Bragov
county. In Tudora and the villages around
Suceava, and in Maramures, New Year's
greetings are delivered by the buhai, a
friction drum that imitates the bellowing of a
bull when horse hair is drawn through a hole
in the membrane. This accompanies the
plugusor, a mime play featuring people
masked as goats, horses and bears.

Although the official holidays end on
January 2, villagers may keep celebrating
through to Epiphany (Boboteaza) on the 6th,
when water is blessed in church and taken
home in bottles for medicinal purposes, and
horse races are staged in areas like the
Wallachian plain and Dobrogea. The Hutuls
and Lipovani, who follow the Julian calendar,
celebrate Christmas on January 6. The final
festivity in January is Three Hierarchs’ Day
on the 30th, celebrated with great pomp in
lasi's Three Hierarchs’ Church, which is
dedicated to the saintly trio.

A review of Gorj county’s folk ensembles
and miners’ brass bands — the Enchanted
Water Springs or /zvoare fermecate — is held
on the third Sunday of February in Targu Jiu,
winter conditions permitting. March is the
time of Lent, and though few Romanians are
nowadays devout enough to observe the
fast, some rural folk still bake twisted loaves
(colaci) on March 9, Forty Saints’ Day, and
take them to the village church to be blessed
and distributed as alms. On one weekend
during the month (decided at fairly short
notice) an early spring festival, the Kiss Fair,
takes place at Halmagiu, providing the
opportunity for villagers from the Apuseni and
Banat regions to socialize and trade crafts.

Spring festivals

With the onset of spring in April and May,
agricultural work begins in earnest. Urbani-
zation and collectivization have both affected
the nature of spring festivals, so that
Resita’s Spring Parade (Alaiul primaverii)
features firefighters and engineers as well as
folklore ensembles in its parade of floats (first
week in April). Village festivals have tended
to conglomerate, so that perhaps a dozen
smallish fetes have been replaced by a single
large event drawing participants and visitors
from across the region — for example, the
Flowers of the Olt (Florile Oltului) at Avrig on

the second Sunday of April, attended by
dozens of communities around Sibiu, some
of whom wear the traditional Saxon jewellery
of velvet and paste. Similarly, the Girl Fair at
Gurghiu, on the second Sunday in May, is
an occasion for villagers from the Gurghiul,
Beica and Mures valleys to make merry. For
pomp and crowds on a larger scale, the
Pageant of the Juni (see p.163) is held in
Brasov on the first Sunday of May.

Though its exact dates vary, the Orthodox
Easter (Paste), the holiest festival of the
Christian year, also falls in April or May. From
Palm Sunday (Floriile), through the Week of
Sufferings (Sdptamana patimilor) — during
which, it’s believed, souls will ascend directly
to heaven - the devout fast, clean their
houses, and attend church services, culmi-
nating in the resurrection celebration at
midnight on Easter Saturday. The cry Hristos
o-nviat (“Christ has risen”) and the reply
Adevdrat c-o-nviat (“Truly he has risen”)
resound through the candlelit churches,
overflowing with worshippers. Hard-boiled
eggs are hand-painted on Maundy (“Great”)
Thursday with red dyes obtained from onion
skin, to be given to friends and relatives on
Easter Sunday and kept by the family icons;
it’s said that the devil cannot win as long as
people go on singing carols at Christmas
and painting eggs at Easter. With the
exception of Pentecost or Whitsun
(Rosalia), fifty days after Easter Sunday,
other Orthodox festivals are nowadays less
widely observed.

In southern Romania, there’s a traditional
belief still held by a minority that groups of
mimes and dancers could work magic, and
to this end selected young men were initiated
into the ritual of Calus. On Whit Sunday,
an odd-numbered group of these Calusari
began their ritual dance from house to
house, accompanied by a flag-bearer and a
masked Mut (a mute who traditionally wore
a red phallus beneath his robe and muttered
sexual invocations), thus ensuring that each
household was blessed with children and a
bountiful harvest, and, if need be, exorcizing
anyone possessed by the spirits of departed
friends and family. Célus rites are still
enacted in some Oltenian villages, and the
Calugari meet to celebrate their dancing and
musical prowess at Whitsun, starting with
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a parade in Slatina and then two days of
performances in Caracal. There’s a similar
festival, the Festival of the Calusari
(Célugarul Transilvanean), in Deva during the
second week of January, which doesn’t
have any particular magical significance,
being nowhere near the heartland of Calus
culture, but is nevertheless impressive. The
Roman Catholic Székely hold their Whitsun
pilgrimage to Csiksomlyd (near Miercurea
Ciuc) on a date set by the Gregorian
calendar. Once common practice, the ritual
garlanding of the plough is now rare,
although the Festival of the First
Ploughman or Tanjaua (first Sunday of May)
at Hoteni, in Maramures, is similar.

The age-old pastoral rites and feasts
marking the sorting, milking and departure of
the flocks to the hills are still widespread
throughout Maramures and the Apuseni
mountains during late April or early May,
depending on local tradition and climatic
factors. The best-known Measuring of the
Milk festivals (Sdmbra oilor) occur on the first
or second Sunday of May, at the Huta pass
into Oas and on the ridge of Magura Priei;
lingering snows, however, can delay the
smaller festivals until early July.

Summer and autumn festivals

The Cherry Fair at Brancovenesti on the first
Sunday of June anticipates other harvest
festivals later in the month, and the round of
great summer fairs known as Targ or
Nedeias. In the days before all-weather
roads, these events provided the people of
remote highland villages with an annual
opportunity to arrange deals and marriages.
On the second Sunday of June, folk from
some thirty Banat settlements attend the
Nedeia of Talcalsele at Avram lancu; another
village with the same name is the base for the
famous Girl Fair of Mount Gaina (see p.248),
held on the Sunday before July 20. The
highlanders of Oltenia gather for the similar
Polovragi Fair on July 15 or 20.

Other summer festivals  perpetuate
Romania’s old customs and folklore: the
light-hearted Buying Back of the Wives at
Hodac, near Targu Mures, and the funereal
declamation of boccas during The King of
the Fir Trees (see p.258) at Tiha Bargaului in
the heart of fictional Dracula country (on the

second and third Sundays of June). Various
“summer folk holidays” occur between
June 21 (Midsummer Day) and June 29
(St Peter’s Day); Dragaica, the pagan pre-
harvest celebration in the fields on
Midsummer Day, is only practised in a few
districts of southern Wallachia. The most
widespread, however, is the feast of
St John the Baptist (Sanziene) on June 24,
celebrated with bonfires and wreaths of
yellow flowers that are thrown over the
houses. The regional diversity of folk
costumes and music can be appreciated at
events like Somcuta Mare’s pastoral The
Oak Tree (Stejarul), or the larger Rarau
Mountain festival at llisesti, held on the first
and second Sundays of July respectively.
August is probably the best month for
music, with four major festivals. During the
first week of the month, the Songs of the
Olt at Calimanesti in Wallachia draws
musicians and folklore ensembles from all
over Oltenia. On the first Sunday, people
from Maramures, Transylvania and Moldavia
meet for the great Hora at the Prislop Pass
in their finest costumes; a week later, the
Festival of the Ceahlau Mountain is held at
Durdu near the shores of Lake Bicaz. The
music of panpipes and the bands of Gorj
county characterize the Tismana Garden
festival where you can also find a wide
range of handicrafts. This is held on August
15, the Feast of the Assumption or
Dormition of the Virgin Mary (known as Great
St Mary’s), when there are many church
festivals and pilgrimages across the country,
notably at Moisei in Maramures and Nicula,
north of Cluj. Fundata’s Nedeia of the
Mountains, on the last Sunday of August, is
the traditional gathering for the highlanders
of the Brasov, Arges and Dambovita regions.
Reaping preoccupies many villages during
September, giving rise to harvest festivals,
although the custom is gradually declining.
The timing of these varies with the crop, and
from year to year, but you can usually rely
upon At the Vintage at Odobesti in the
eastern Carpathians being held on the last
Sunday. On the second Saturday of
September, the remaining Saxons gather for
the Sachsentreffen at Biertan. Earlier in the
month, on the first Sunday, you can hear
the panpipers of the northwest perform the



Rhapsody of the Trigcasi at Lesu, in
Bistrita-Nasaud county. Many of the
musicians here are shepherds, who
compete with each other at The Vrancea
Shepherd’s Long Pipe, a festival held at

Odobesti on the third Sunday of November.
Finally, December 1 is Romania’s national
day, celebrated above all in Alba lulia,
scene of the declaration of union between
Transylvania and the rest of Romania.

Sports and outdoor activities

In 1986 Steaua Bucharest became the first
team from behind the Iron Curtain to lift the
European Cup (the Champions’ League),
defeating Barcelona on penalties. Although
Inter Milan allegedly offered to build a Fiat
car plant in Romania in order to get their
hands on Gheorghe Hagi, players were only
able to move freely to West European clubs
after 1990: by 1992, nine of the national
team were playing abroad.

Romania progressed to the quarterfinals of
the 1994 World Cup, a tournament at which
Gheorghe Hagi was arguably the best
player. Dubbed the “Maradona of the
Carpathians” — as much for his temperament
as for his magical left foot — Hagi is a legend
in Romania; born in Constanta, he played for
the local side before transferring to Steaua
Bucharest on the orders of Ceausescu’s son
Valentin, who effectively ran the team. After
the revolution, he moved to Real Madrid for
£1.8m, and after the 1994 World Cup to
Barcelona, before flitting around a succes-
sion of lesser European clubs.

Romania’s involvement in both the 1998
World Cup and the Euro 2000 Champion-
ships ended at the second round stage, their
defeat to ltaly in the latter marking the end of
Hagi’s international career — ignominiously,

and somewhat predictably, with a sending
off. After failing to qualify for both the 2002
and 2006 World Cups, and the 2004
European Championships, the team comfort-
ably qualified for the 2008 European
Championships, with the help of a talented
young team featuring the likes of Cristian
Chivu, Adrian Mutu and Cosmin Contra.

The domestic game is dominated by the
three big Bucharest clubs: Steaua (tradition-
ally the army team), Dinamo (the police and
Securitate), and Rapid (rail workers), who
regularly carve up the championship
between them. Although few other clubs in
Romania have the financial muscle to put a
stop to this hegemony, the big three have
still to make an impression in European club
competition, though this is hardly surprising
when their best players are continually sold
abroad. Every town has its stadium (stadion),
and you should have no problem catching a
game. Matches are usually played on
Saturdays from August to May, with a break
from November to February, and tickets for
league games cost roughly €2-4.

The Romanian countryside lends itself
perfectly to a multitude of outdoor activi-
ties, from hiking, sking and cycling in the

(B
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Carpathians to birdwatching in the Danube
Delta — activities which can be done either
individually or as part of a group tour.
Although two-thirds of Romania is either
plains or hills and plateaux, the country’s
geography is dominated by mountains,
which almost enclose the “Carpathian
redoubt” of Transylvania, and merge with
lesser ranges bordering Moldavia and
Maramures. Throughout these areas, there
are opportunities to pursue several outdoor
activities — hiking, skiing, caving and even

shooting rapids. The Danube Delta is a
totally different environment, unique for its
topography — of which only one tenth is dry
land — and as a wildlife habitat that attracts
some three hundred species of bird during
the spring and autumn migrations. A wide
number of tours and trips are offered by a
host of agencies in the UK (see p.31), and,
to a lesser degree, in North America (see
p.32) and Australasia (see p.32).

For more on all these activities, see the
“The Great Outdoors” colour insert.

Travel essentials

Written as Str. Eroilor 24, 11I/36 in the case of
apartment buildings, ie Street (Strada) of
Heroes, number 24, third floor, apartment
36. Some blocks have several entrances, in
which case this is also given, eg scara B.
Each district of Bucharest has a sector
number, while in some towns each district
(cartier) is named. In small villages, houses
simply have a number and no street name.
Streets, boulevards (bulevardul), avenues
(calea or Soseaua) and squares (piata) are
commonly named after national heroes like
Stephen the Great — Stefan cel Mare — or
Michael the Brave — Mihai Viteazul — or the
date of an important event, such as
December 1, 1918, when Transylvania was
united with the Old Kingdom.

From a practical point of view, travelling
with children in Romania will present no
obvious problems. Most of the better-quality
hotels are well disposed to catering for kids,
whilst most restaurants (at least those of a
decent standard) should be able to provide
highchairs for younger children and babies.
Most car rental firms provide child or baby
seats for a small extra charge.

Kids also qualify for various reductions,
depending on their age. Rail transport is free

for under-5s, and half-price for under-10s.
On TAROM flights, children under 2 pay only
ten percent, and those up to the age of 12
receive a 33-percent discount. In big coastal
resorts and at Poiana Brasov there are
kindergartens for the benefit of holiday-
makers. A few train stations have a specially
heated room for mothers with babies
(camera mama si copilul). You'd be well
advised to bring supplies of nappies
(diapers) and baby food. Local milk is not to
be trusted - bring enough with you. Mamaia
and Poiana Brasov offer the best entertain-
ments for kids, but most large towns have a
puppet theatre (Teatrul de Pdpusi).

Generally, costs are low in Romania. As
anywhere, your biggest expenditure is likely
to be your hotel room, though there are
some budget alternatives when it comes to
accommodation (see p.37). Eating out, even
in the better restaurants, remains very afford-
able (see p.39) and public transport is
extremely cheap (see p.32). Car rental,
however, is on a par with most other
European countries. Museum admission
charges are extremely low, the typical fee
being between €1-2. Note that some of the
major attractions — such as the Palace of
Parliament and Peles Castle — levy a fee



(often twice the amount it costs to actually
get in) for the use of cameras/camcorders.
The more expensive hotels, flights, car rental
and excursions are sometimes priced in
euros, but must usually be paid for in lei.

Romania remains generally safe, and it's
unlikely that you'll have any problems; violent
crime against tourists is almost nonexistent
and petty crime rare, while a few common-
sense precautions should minimize the risk
of theft. The major thing to watch out for is
pickpockets, in particular on public
transport in Bucharest, where thieves are
adept at relieving tourists of their belongings;
wearing a (hidden) moneybelt is advisable.
Take care on overnight trains, shutting the
door of your sleeper compartment as
securely as you can (there are no locks).
Otherwise, be aware of the self-styled tourist
police who prey on tourists on the streets of
Bucharest (see p.61).

Since the revolution, the police (politia)
have been reformed to a certain extent, and
are generally regarded as honest if ineffectual
— though they continue to attract Western
disapproval by abusing the rights of Gypsies,
homosexuals and other citizens. Unfortu-
nately, the Romanian Information Service
(the SR, still generally known as the Securi-
tate) is stil on the scene, although an
obsession with anti-socialist activities long
ago changed to a commitment to keeping
the ruling elite in power. Environmental and
human rights activists may still be harassed,
but the SRI doesn’t normally concern
themselves with tourists.

If your passport goes missing while in
Bucharest, telephone your consulate
immediately; anywhere else, contact the
police. Thefts and other losses can be
reported to the police who will issue the
paperwork required for insurance claims
back home, though only slowly and with
painstaking bureaucratic thoroughness. To
call the police dial ®955.

Although tipping is not obligatory, it is polite
to round the bill up to a convenient figure in
restaurants and when taking a taxi. In

common with much of the Balkans, smoking
is commonplace and many restaurants stil
allow smoking throughout. However, an
increasing number do have no-smoking
sections, and it’s always worth asking to see
if that's the case. On trains, smoking is
allowed only in corridors or vestibules; buses
are smoke-free.

In public places, toilets are generally awful;
in larger train stations, you'll have to pay for
regularly cleaned facilities. Elsewhere, a few
clean private toilets are appearing. In any case,
you should carry a supply of paper. “Barbati”
means men and “Femei” means women.

220 volts; a standard continental adaptor
enables the use of 13 amp, square-pin plugs.

Citizens of the EU, US, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand can enter Romania with
just a passport and may stay in the country
for up to ninety days. Similarly, most other
European citizens can enter the country
without a visa, though can only stay for thirty
days. However, visa requirements do
change, so it's always advisable to check the
current situation before leaving home.

If you require a visa extension once in
Romania, you can go to any county (judet)
police headquarters or the office at Str.
Luigi Cazzavillan 11, Bucharest (Mon, Thurs
& Fri 8.30am-1pm, Tues 8.30am-1pm &
5.30-7pm; ®021/650 3050).

The communist regime was relentlessly
homophobic. Sexual relations between
consenting adults of the same sex were
illegal; offenders were jailed or forced to
submit to “voluntary treatment”, including
electric shocks, drugs or even castration,
unless they agreed to become an informer
for the Securitate, a bait for other victims.
The Constantinescu government, however,
committed to adhering to international
norms such as the European Convention on
Human Rights, finally repealed the law
against homosexuality in July 2000, despite
church opposition.
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The majority of the population remains
largely unsympathetic towards the gay and
lesbian community, and there are very few
manifestations of gay life, even in Bucharest.
That said, the first Gay Pride was held in
Bucharest in 2005 and is now an annual
event, usually taking place in May or June.
Accept (PO Box 34-56, Bucharest,
®021/252 1637, @www.accept-romania
.ro), is a Bucharest-based organization
involved in the promotion of gay and lesbian
activities in Romania, and they also offer
counselling and HIV testing services.

No vaccinations are required for Romania,
although having hepatitis A, polio and
typhoid boosters would be wise if you're
planning to stay in remote areas where
hygiene can sometimes be an issue. There’s
a reciprocal health agreement between
Romania and western countries (including
the UK, US, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand), so emergency treatment (excluding
drugs) is free.

Summers can be blisteringly hot, particu-
larly along the coast, so make sure you take
a high-factor sun cream, and very strong
insect repellent if visiting the Danube Delta.
Conversely, inclement weather in the
mountainous regions, particularly at higher
altitudes, can present potential dangers —
take appropriate clothing, sufficient provi-
sions and equipment, and keep an eye on
the weather. Tap water is safe to drink
practically everywhere, though bottled water
(apd minerala) is widely available. Diarrhoea,
though, can be a problem, and any contact
with stray dogs, as there’s a very slight risk
of rabies.

In case of minor complaints, go to a
pharmacy (farmacie), where the staff are
usually well trained and have the authority to
prescribe drugs, and — in the big towns at
least — may understand English, French or
German. Although pharmacies are typically
open Monday to Saturday from 9am to 6pm,
most towns should have at least one that’s
open 24 hours - faiing that, dial the
emergency number displayed in the
pharmacy window.

In Bucharest, the British and American
embassies can supply the address of an
English-speaking doctor or dentist, and
there’s a special clinic for treating foreigners.
In emergencies, dial ®961 or ask someone
to contact the local casualty (statia de
salvare) or first aid (prim ajutor) station, which
should have ambulances. Each county
capital has a fairly well-equipped county
hospital (spital judetean), but hospitals and
health centres (policlinics) in smaller towns
can be poor.

Even though EU health care privileges apply
in Romania, you’d do well to take out an
insurance policy before travelling to cover
against theft, loss, and illness or injury.
Before paying for a new policy, check
whether you are already covered by your
home insurance policy or private medical
scheme. A typical travel insurance policy
usually provides cover for the loss of
baggage, tickets and — up to a certain limit —
cash or cheques, as well as cancellation or
curtaiment of your journey. Most of them
exclude dangerous sports unless an extra
premium is paid: in Romania, this could
mean, for example, skiing or trekking.

Rough Guides has teamed up with Columbus Direct to offer you travel insurance
that can be tailored to suit your needs. Products include a low-cost backpacker
option for long stays; a short break option for city getaways; a typical holiday
package option; and others. There are also annual multi-trip policies for those who
travel regularly. Different sports and activities (trekking, skiing, etc) can be usually be

covered if required.

See our website (@ www.roughguides.com/website/shop) for eligibility and
purchasing options. Alternatively, UK residents should call ®0870/033 9988;
Australians should call ® 1300/669 999 and New Zealanders should call ®0800/55
9911. All other nationalities should call ® +44 870/890 2843.



Internet access is readily available in just
about every town in Romania, although
many places are full of kids playing games,
while connections can be dreadfully slow. It
is cheap, though, costing around €1 per
hour or less.

The useful site ®@www.kropla.com gives
details of how to plug your laptop in when
abroad, as well as phone country codes
around the world, and information about
electrical systems in different countries.

There are several launderettes in Bucharest,
but elsewhere they can be almost impossible
to find; it's usually a choice between washing
clothes yourself or paying a hotel to do it.

Most post offices are open Monday to Friday
from 7am to 8pm, and on Saturdays from
8am to noon; like the red-painted mail boxes,
they are marked Posta. Stamps (timbru) and
prepaid envelopes (plic) can be bought here.
Sending mail home from Romania costs
around €0.70 to overseas destinations — and
takes about five days to Britain, two weeks to
North America and Australasia.

Letters can be sent poste restante to
main post offices in Romania: make sure
they’re addressed Officiul Postal no. 1, poste
restante, followed by the name of the town,
and that the recipient’s last name is under-
lined. To collect letters, you'll have to show
your passport and pay a small fee. Important
messages should be sent by postcard, as
letters from abroad can go missing if they
look as if they might contain dollars.
American Express also offer their cheque/
cardholders a poste restante service at their
office in Bucharest.

Nearly all the best maps of Romania are
published outside the country, but they are
available through most good map outlets,
including a few shops in Romania itself. The
country map published by the ADAC (the
German motorists’ association) is very
detailed (at 1:500,000), as is the Szarvas/
Karpatia/Top-O-Graf atlas (including city

plans), which can be bought at Shell fuel
stations in Romania (and through Stanfords
bookstore in the UK). Other quality maps are
produced by Falk (1:1,000,000), Carto-
graphia (1:750,000), and Szarvas/Karpatia/
Dimap (1:700,000), along with a Kimmerley
& Frey map of Romania and Bulgaria
(1:1,000,000), and The GeoCenter Euromap
(1:800,000), which includes Moldova. Carto-
graphia and Falk also publish good maps of
Bucharest, while Top-O-Gréf/Freytag &
Berndt produce maps of Transylvanian cities
such as Cluj. DIMAP also publishes maps of
most tourist areas.

The maps produced by the national tourist
offices are fairly poor, though just about
adequate for motoring, but the campsite and
cabana maps are useful for hikers. There are
also good hiking maps of the major mountain
massifs, by Editura pentru Turism and Abeona
in Bucharest and Editura Focul Viu in Cluj
(available from bookstores as well as tourist
offices). Hikers should also look out for the
booklet Invitatie On Carpati; the text is
Romanian, but it contains detailed maps of
the region’s 24 main hiking areas, showing
trail markings, huts, peaks, and so on (repro-
duced in The Mountains of Romania — see
p.476). In Bucharest, the best place for maps
is the Libraria Noi bookshop at B-dul.
Balcescu 18 (see p.95).

Romania’s unit of currency is the leu (abbre-
viation RON) — meaning “lion” (plural lei).
Coins (bani) come in denominations of 1, 5,
10 and 50; and there are notes of 1, 5, 10,
50, 100 and 500 lei. The exchange rate is
currently around L3.50 to €1, L5 to £1, and
L2.50 to US$1 — for current rates, check the
websites @www.xe.net/currency or @www
.oanda.com/converter.

It is best to change money at one of the
private exchange offices (casa de schimb
valuta) found in most towns; in Bucharest
and several other major cities, some are
open 24 hours. Expect long queues when
changing money in banks (banca) — which
are generally open Monday to Friday
between 9am and 3 or 4pm. As a rule,
neither exchange offices nor banks charge
commission. Make sure that you get rid of
any unwanted lei before you leave the
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country, as it’s unlikely you'll be able to
change them once outside Romania.

If taking cash, a modest denomination of
US dollar bills is advisable, though euros and
pound sterling are also accepted in most
places. Cash machines (Bancomats) are
ubiquitous, even in the smallest towns,
including many railway stations. Credit
cards are accepted in most of the better
hotels, restaurants and shops.

By far the most recognized travellers’
cheques are American Express, either
sterling or dollars. Although it may not be
required in all instances, make sure you have
your passport when changing travellers’
cheques (or cash). Also note that, in some
banks, you may have to show the receipt
from the issuing bank, or another cheque to
prove continuity of serial numbers.

Opening hours in Romania are notoriously
unreliable and weekends can be like the
grave, with a surprising number of restau-
rants and cinemas closing mid-afternoon or
not opening at all. Shops are generally open
from 9 or 10am to 6 or 8pm on weekdays,
with department stores (magazin universal)
and some food stores opening from 8am to
8pm Monday to Saturday and from 8.30am
to 1pm on Sunday. If you're trying to sort out
flights, visas or car rental, be aware that
most offices are closed by 4pm.

Museums (muzeu) are generally open
Tuesday to Sunday from 9am to 5pm or
10am to 6pm, though some do also close
on Tuesdays. For the opening hours of post
offices, banks and pharmacies, see the
relevant sections above.

Public holidays in Romania are on
January 1 and 2 (New Year); May 1 (Labour
Day); December 1 (National Day) and
December 25 and 26 (Christmas). Good
Friday and Easter Monday are not formal
holidays, but women are usually given the
days off to shop and cook.

Most public phones are orange card-
phones, used both for internal and interna-
tional calls. Phone cards (carteld telefonica)
currently cost €2 and €5; insert them with

the gold lozenge foremost and facing
upwards, and after a few seconds you
should get a sign indicating that you can
start dialling; at the end, wait until the
message scoatefi cartela indicates you can
remove the card. Calls are most expensive
from 7am to 7pm Monday to Friday and 7am
to 3pm on Saturday, and cheapest from
11pm to 7am daily. All towns and many
villages have a Romtelecom office (usually
open weekdays 6.30am-10pm, sometimes
seven days a week), where the staff will
connect your call. You'll normally pay the
three-minute minimum in advance, and the
balance afterwards.

Calls to Britain cost about €1 a minute,
and to North America and Australasia €2;
from card phones, they cost a bit more, so
the cards don’t last long. In Bucharest,
discounted international calls can also be
made at NexCom, at Str. Academiei 35-37.

The main mobile phone providers in
Romania are Connex, Cosmorom and
Orange. All mobile numbers are designated
by a phone code beginning with ®07.
Calling a mobile from within Romania, you
must dial all the numbers; calling from
abroad, you need to drop the “0”. For further
information about using your phone in
Romania, check out ®www.telecomsadvice
.org.uk/features/using_your_mobile_abroad.

In addition, @www.kropla.com has a
useful section on phone country codes
around the world.

Romania is two hours ahead of GMT, seven
hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time and
ten ahead of Western Standard Time:
clocks go forward one hour for the summer
at the same time as other European
countries (from the last Sunday of March to
the last Sunday of September).

Ensure that you pick up as much informa-
tion as possible before you leave your own
country, as getting hold of it in Romania is
nigh on impossible. The Romanian tourist
board has a site at @www.romaniatourism
.com — with a UK branch at 22 New
Cavendish  St, London W1G 8TT
(®020/7224 3692) and another at 355



Lexington Ave, 19th Floor, New York, NY
10017  (®212/545  8484). Incredibly,
Bucharest doesn’'t have a tourist office,
though there are an increasing number in
many towns; elsewhere, most places should
have an agency (usually more concerned
with selling package trips) where you might
be able to extract some basic advice, and
possibly a map.

Very little attention has been paid to the
needs of people with disabilities in Romania,
and there’s no sign of any change in attitude.
Getting around is a major problem, as public
transport is often inaccessible and cars with
hand controls are not available from the car
rental companies. The only place where facili-
ties for disabled people are likely to be
anything like comprehensive are in some of
the classier hotels. Perhaps the best solution
is to book a stay in a spa, where there should
be a degree of level access and some
awareness of the needs of wheelchair users.

Make sure you carry a prescription for any
drugs you need, including the generic name
in case of emergency, and spares of any
special clothing or equipment, as it’s unlikely
you'll find them in Romania.

It’s rare for Romanian men to subject female
tourists to sexual harassment. As
independent women travellers are few and
far between, they're likely to be accorded
some respect but also viewed with

amazement, particularly in rural areas.
Romanians (both male and female) are highly
tactile, so you may find yourself being
prodded more than you care for. Most
trouble is alcohol-fuelled, so it’s best to avoid
going alone to any but the classiest bars,
especially on weekend evenings. Within
earshot of other people, you should be able
to scare away any local pest by shouting
lasati-ma in pace! (‘Leave me alonel!”) or
calling for the politia.

Opportunities for working in Romania are
relatively few. The most traditional form of
work abroad, teaching English, is one option.
The British  Council  @www.britishcouncil
.org/work/job) recruits TEFL teachers and
provides information about study opportunities
and teacher development programmes in
Romania. International House (@www
.ihworld.com) also offers TEFL training and
recruits for teaching positions. They have
branches in Bucharest, at Str. Lanariei 93-95
(®021/335 4490, @www.ih.ro), and in
Brasov, at Str. Lunga 8 (®072/880 8619).
The TEFL website (@www.tef.com) is also
worth a look.

You could also get involved in one of the
country’s summer work camps or field
research projects. Earthwatch Institute
(@www.earthwatch.org) is a long-established
international  charity with  environmental
projects and archeological digs in Romania.
Volunteers for Peace (Wwww.vfp.org),
meanwhile, is another non-profit organization
offering summer work camps, including work
in Romanian orphanages.

sJisvd

51



52



Guide



54

© © 6 6 © o ©

BUCNAIESt ..o 55
WallaChi@......coovereeeeeie e 103
TranSYIVaNIA. ......oeeeeeeeeeee e 143
Moldavia....

MaraMUIES ......cvieeiiciiiieicics e 325
The Banat......coceoiiiiieiieieeeeee et 357
The Delta and the coast.........cccovvuirrieriinnieereeeeeereeeees 387



Bucharest

S BULGARIA
/]

A )
) -
\. KRAINE s
HUNGARY }\.U_ ) ,.<\ s.\
N ol N W2 3 h
O T 1 ~
VRS T———— . .
/‘ \I AN \ \~
4 \\ \ ~
2 II N “\ MOLDOVA 1|
n’ / | 1
- / \ ]
4.’ / \ 1
\ / \ . —
*a / \\ ] ;"$
1}
\) \\// \N__\\__r) /,\( Nl
v \
(:‘\\__,/ \\\51)
.\‘,“} "\ )
‘)~ (g/ //
SERBIA /7 e
v \'5'\.__\ - 7 "‘“\ Black Sea
\~ 2 Ve -

] 1S34VHONG [~

55



\lsauvuana

56

CHAPTER 1

National Art Museum The
country’s biggest and best
collection, the highlight of
which is the spectacular
Gallery of Romanian Medieval
Art.

Museum of the Romanian
Peasant A superb display of
traditional textiles, ceramics,
carvings and replica buildings
in the city’s most enjoyable
museum.

Palace of Parliament Take
a tour around the colossal
centrepiece of Ceausescu’s
Centru Civic.

The historic quarter Escape
the downtown concrete
jungle with a ramble around
the crumbling streets of
Bucharest’s old quarter.

Highlights

Herastrau Park Combine

a leisurely stroll through
Bucharest’s largest and
greenest park with a cruise on
the adjoining lake.

Village Museum A varied
assemblage of dwellings,
churches, windmills and
other structures from all over
Romania, and the best place
in the capital to buy craft
souvenirs.

Concert at the Roman
Atheneum The city’s most
beautiful building is also the
venue for regular top-class
classical concerts.

Snagov Row out to the tomb
of Vlad Tepes, aka Dracula,
in the monastery on Snagov
Island.

Cismigiu Gardens



or many people, initial impressions of BUCHAREST (Bucuresti), a

sprawling, dusty city of some two million people, are less than favourable. As

Romania’s centre of government and commerce and site of its main airport,

most visitors to the country will find themselves passing through the city at
some point, but its chaotic jumble of traffic-choked streets, ugly concrete apartment
blocks and monumental but mostly unfinished communist developments are often
enough to send most travellers scurrying off to the more obvious attractions
further north.Yet it’s a city that rewards patience, with a raft of terrific museums,
first-rate restaurants and bars, and, behind the congested arteries, some superb
architecture and abundant greenery.

The architecture of the old city, with its cosmopolitan air, was notoriously scarred
by Ceausescu’s redevelopment project in the 1980s, which demolished an immense
swathe of the historic centre — including many religious buildings and thousands
of homes — and replaced it with a concrete jungle, named the Centru Civic. The
centrepiece of this development was an enormous new palace for the communist
leader, now known as the Palace of Parliament, which is Bucharest’s premier
tourist attraction. The palace aside, other sites that justify a visit to the city include
the superbly renovated National Art Museum, housing a fine collection of
Romanian medieval art, the Village Museum, an assemblage of vernacular
buildings garnered from Romania’s multifarious regions, and, best of all, the
Museum of the Romanian Peasant, with its marvellous exhibits on peasant
life and several superbly reconstructed buildings. There’s plenty of greenery to
explore, too — most obviously the Cigmigiu Gardens in the heart of the city, or
the more expansive Herdstriu Park, with its large lake, to the north. Bucharest
is also the only Romanian city that can boast of a clutch of international-class
restaurants, as well as a bar and club scene that not only now rates among the best
in the Balkans, but is also attracting a growing number of world-class DJs.

From Bucharest, there are excellent train and road connections to the rest of
the country, but local bus and train services to the towns and villages in the
immediate vicinity are often limited or tortuous. There are, however, some
enjoyable visits to be had outside the capital, most notably the lake and
monastery at Snagov (see p.99), the palace at Mogosoaia (see p.100) and the
village of Clejani (see p.101), known for its outstanding Gypsy music.

According to legend, Bucharest was founded by a shepherd called Bucur,
who built a settlement in the Vldsia forest. It was recorded as a nameless
“citadel on the Dambovita” in 1368, and named as Bucharest in an edict from
the time of Vlad the Impaler (ruled 1456-76). Over the centuries, both
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Targoviste (see p.113) and Bucharest have served as the Wallachian capital,
but the latter finally secured its claim in 1659 — its position at the convergence
of the trading routes to Istanbul outweighing the defensive advantages of
Targoviste’s location in the Carpathian foothills.

As the boyars (nobles) moved into the city they built palaces and churches
on the main streets radiating from the centre; these streets were surfaced with
timber baulks and known as “bridges” ( pod). Despite earthquakes and periodic
attacks by Turks, Tatars, Austrians and Russians over the course of its history, the
city continued to grow and to modernize. New boulevards were driven
through the existing street pattern in the 1890s, after the style of Haussmann'’s
Paris, and they still form a ring road and the main north—south and east—west
axes of the city today. Most of the major buildings, such as the Romanian
Atheneum and the Cercul Militar, were designed by French or French-
trained architects and built in the years immediately before World War 1.

It was around this time that the city was dubbed the “Paris of the East”, as
much for its hectic and cosmopolitan social scene as for its architecture. The

58

Romanian aristocracy was among the richest and most extravagant in Europe,

but this lifestyle depended on the exploitation of the poor, and in Bucharest the
two coexisted in what Ferdinand Lasalle described as “a savage hotchpotch”,



with beggars waiting outside the best restaurants, and appalling slums within a
few steps of the elegant boulevards.

By 1918, the city’s population had grown to 380,000 and roads such as Podul
Mogosoaiei, Podul de Pimant and Podul Calacilor were widened, paved and
renamed as the Calea Victoriei, Calea Plevnei and Calea Rahovei respectively,
in honour of the battles of the 1877—78 War of Independence from Turkey. After
World War II, the city was ringed with ugly apartment buildings, first in areas
such as “Red Grivita”, which the Allies had bombed flat (aiming for the rail
yards), then expanding into the surrounding countryside.

A massive earthquake in 1977 reduced large parts of the city to rubble and
left over 1500 people dead. While this prompted the construction of several
major city projects, including a new metro system and an airport, it also provided
Ceausescu with the perfect excuse to implement his megalomaniac vision for
the city. In 1984, and in order to create a new Centru Civic, Ceausescu had
most of the area south of the centre levelled, which entailed the demolition of
thousands of homes, as well as churches, a monastery and a hospital. To this day,
scores of unfinished projects litter the landscape and seem likely to scar the city
for many years to come.

In December 1989, the city found itself at the centre of the most violent of
the popular revolutions sweeping across Eastern Europe that year; nearly three
hundred people were killed in the uprising. Ceausescu’s execution did not,
however, mark a complete end to the violence, and the following summer
similar scenes erupted when miners from the Jiu Valley were brought in to
stamp out student protests against the government, which resulted in a further
seventy deaths.

‘Whilst the post-communist era has brought back conspicuous consumption
to the city, evidenced by the proliferation of luxury hotels, glossy shops full of
designer clothes, and restaurants, bars and clubs, few Bucharestians can afford to
indulge in them. This has particularly been the case in the last decade or so, and
while there appears to have been little real tangible development, as capital of
one of the two newest members of the EU, Bucharest’s profile is certainly on
the up, with tourist numbers slowly on the increase.

While city transport, at least round the centre, is pretty good during the day, it’s
almost nonexistent at night, and street lighting throughout Bucharest leaves
much to be desired. It is therefore best to avoid arriving late at night, unless
you're willing to take a taxi to your hotel (for more on which, see p.63). Both
of Bucharest’s airports are on the main road north of the city and linked to the
centre by express bus; the main train station is a little way out of the centre
to the northwest, but is well connected to the downtown area by both bus and
metro. There is no central bus station, but instead several smaller ones scattered
around the city, all in the suburbs and mainly serving the local villages.

Bucharest has two international airports, both located on the DN1 road north
of the city: the main one, Henri Coanda (often still referred to as Otopeni), is
16km north of the centre. There are several exchange counters (with poor rates)
and a cash machine here, as well as half a dozen car rental outlets (see Listings,
p.96). The cheapest way to the city is by express bus #783 (5.30am—11.50pm
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Mon-Fri every 15min, Sat & Sun every 30min; journey time 40-50min; €2,
return ticket only), which departs for Piata Unirii, stopping at Bineasa Airport,
Piata Presei Libere, Arcul de Triumf, Piata Victoriei, Piata Romand and Univer-
sitagii along the way. Buses leave from outside the domestic arrivals hall, one
floor below international arrivals; buy your ticket from the booth by the stop.

Avoid all offers of a taxi from anyone within the terminal (you will almost
certainly be ripped off), and head down to the exit where Fly Taxi — the only
company licensed to operate from the airport — can transport you to the centre
for around €8. Otherwise, you can call one of the reputable city companies (see
p.63), who will charge you around half the price of Fly Taxi.

Baneasa Airport, 8km closer to the centre, is where the low-cost airlines and
many internal flights land; from here you can also catch express bus #783, as well
as buses #131 and #335 to Piata Romanad, or bus #205 to the Gara de Nord.

Virtually all international and domestic services terminate at the Gara de
Nord, a much cleaner and less intimidating place than it used to be, thanks to
a heavy security presence and a negligible entrance fee (payable if you don’t
possess a ticket). Outside, however, you may be accosted by any number of
oddball characters, variously offering transport, accommodation or some other
service — just ignore them and walk away. The station is also where many of
the street kids congregate, though they are generally harmless and easily
ignored. Luggage can be stored at the bagaje de mand (roughly €1.50; open
24hr) on the concourse opposite platforms 4 and 5. Local trains (mostly
Personals, the very slow ones) terminate at the Gara Basarab (700m
northwest of Gara de Nord or one metro stop towards 1 Mai), Gara Obor,
northeast of the centre at the end of B-dul. Ferdinand I (trolley buses #69 and
#85 to the town centre), and Gara Progresu, on the southern outskirts (bus
#116). Gara Baneasa, north of Piata Presei Libere, is used mainly by a handful
of summer trains to the coast.

It’s a thirty-minute walk from the Gara de Nord to the city centre; head right
along Calea Grivitei to reach Calea Victoriei, the city’s main north—south axis.
Alternatively, you could take the metro (line M3) to Piata Victoriei, where you
can change onto line M2 to reach Piata Universititii, the nearest stop to the
heart of the city, and Piata Unirii, in the Centru Civic. There are hordes of taxi
drivers waiting to pounce as you leave the station, but be very careful only to
use a reputable company (see p.63), which shouldn’t cost more than a couple of
euros. Buses and trams from the Gara de Nord run around the centre rather
than straight through it.

Driving in Bucharest is not recommended for those of a nervous disposition,
but if you are arriving by road, beware of potholes, cyclists and horses and carts,
to name just a few hazards. Approaching from Transylvania on the DN1 you’ll
pass both airports before reaching the Soseaua Kiseleff, an avenue which leads
directly to the centre. The approach from Giurgiu (the point of entry from
Bulgaria) on the DNS5 is uninspiring, with a long run through high-rise suburbs
until B-dul. Dimitrie Cantemir finally reaches the Piata Unirii. Likewise, the Al
motorway from Pitesti and the west brings you in through serried ranks of
apartment blocks before reaching the Cotroceni Palace. The DN3 from the coast
leads through the modern suburb of Pantelimon before reaching the older
districts along B-dul. Carol 1.



Bucharest doesn’t possess a central bus station, which makes locating buses
for specific destinations almost impossibly difficult. Instead, it has a smattering
of stations on the edge of town which primarily serve the local villages: Filaret,
on Piata Filaret (in Bucharest’s first railway station, built in 1869), which sends
buses south and southeast towards Giurgiu and Oltenita; Baneasa, on B-dul.
Tonescu de la Brad 1, serving Snagov, and Ploiesti to the north; Militari, B-dul.
Picii (Metro Picii or bus #785), for points west; and Grivita, Sos. Chitilei 221
(at the Mezes terminal of tram #45), serving Tdrgoviste. Maxitaxis (for Brasov,
Pitesti, Sibiu and other destinations) depart from a small bay opposite Gara de
Nord, whilst there’s another departure point at Str. Ritmului 35, to the
northeast of town near Gara Obor.

Getting information in Bucharest is nigh on impossible, a situation not
helped by the absence of a tourist office. Your best bet, therefore, is the highly
informative and on-the-ball Bucharest In Your Pocket, available free from hotels
and bookshops, and published bi-monthly. Otherwise, there is a stack of other,
more straightforward business-orientated listings magazines, none of which
particularly excels. The best city map of Bucharest is that published by Amco
Press, which incorporates a separate public transport map, and Cartographia,
which also covers some of the outlying areas, such as Mogosoaia. Nine O
Clock, the (poorly written) main English-language newspaper, is available free
from major hotels and airline offices.

The best of the city’s sightseeing tours is run by Jolly Tours (®021/303
3796, @ www.jollytours.ro), located inside the lobby of the Athénée Palace
Hotel; three- or four-hour themed trips (€25-40) include the services of a
guide, transport and museum entrance fees — a minimum of two people is
required and bookings should be made at least a few hours in advance. Longer

While Bucharest is much safer than it used to be, there are a couple of hassles that
it's as well to be aware of during your stay. If at some stage you’re approached by
anyone (usually two or three men) demanding to see your passport, don’t be too
alarmed. Ignore their demands and don’t give them anything — simply saying that all
your documents are at the hotel should be enough to put them off — and walk off
confidently; these self-styled tourist police are nothing more than con men, and
cowards at that. If they persist, insist that they accompany you to your hotel or the
nearest police station, which should be enough to discourage them.

You should also be extremely vigilant where your belongings are concerned, in
particular at the Gara de Nord, where bags can suddenly disappear, and on the
buses, where a standard trick is to slit bags open, thus emptying some of the
contents. Keep your bag close to your chest and eyes peeled.

Another fairly minor hassle is stray dogs. During Ceausescu’s systematization
programme of the 1980s, many houses were bulldozed and owners had little choice
but to kick their beloved canines out onto the street; this resulted in the little beasts
multiplying like nobody’s business, roaming the streets scavenging for food, and
generally making a nuisance of themselves. If at any time you feel threatened, either
walk on slowly and confidently or mime throwing a stone and they’ll back off; do not
run. While the chances of a nip on the ankles are slim, confrontations with these dogs
can be unpleasant and intimidating.
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tours, including excursions to other parts of the country, can be arranged
upon request.

Public transport is a little chaotic, but has improved over recent years, and
remains extremely cheap. Apart from some express buses on the main axes, most
bus and tram routes avoid the central zone, though this is covered by the
metro system. However, you may still find yourself walking a lot — no great
hardship in this city of green, picturesque backwaters. Beyond the downtown
thoroughfares, many roads are still so poor that buses and trams seem set to rattle
themselves to pieces, and trolley buses frequently slip from the wires and stall.

There is a flat fare of about €0.50 on trolley buses (froleibuz), trams (tramvai) and
most buses (autobuz), all of which run from around 5am until 11.30pm. You
need to buy tickets in advance from street kiosks (roughly Mon—Fri 6am—8/9pm,
Sat 7am~7pm, Sun 7am-2.30pm) and punch them in one of the machines once
aboard. Day passes cost €2 and weekly passes €5, both representing excellent value.
It costs about double the standard fare to travel on the city’s express buses, using
tickets with a magnetic strip, also bought in advance from the kiosks (day and
weekly passes not valid). In addition, private minibuses (maxitaxis) operate
along the major arteries; these too charge about double the standard bus fare, the
current rate being posted in the window. Ticket inspectors are ubiquitous, and
travelling without a valid ticket will result in a fine of around €10.

Looking much older than its thirty-odd years, the Bucharest metro is not the
most user-friendly system in the world — maps and signposting are somewhat
confusing, lighting is poor and announcements are barely audible, but it is
clean, cheap and safe. Trains run from 5.30am until 11.30pm, with magnetic
tickets costing around €1 for two rides to €2.50 for ten. Running east—west,
the M1 line (shown in red on maps) was built to serve the new working-class
suburbs; the second line, the M2 (blue), runs north—south straight through the

North-south along B-duls Magheru and Balcescu: #783 (express)
along Calea Dorobantilor: #131 and #301

East-west  (north of the centre)
from Gara de Nord along B-dul. Dacia (via Piata Romana): #79 and #86
along B-dul. Dacia: #133
along B-duls Regina Elisabeta and Carol | (via the university): #66
(Metro Obor), #69 (Gara Obor).
from Gara de Nord to Str. Baicului (Gara Obor): #85

East-west  (south of the centre)
along Splaiul Independentei and B-dul. Unirii: #104 (Opera—-National
Stadium), #123 (Gara de Nord-Vitan).

East from Piata Rosetti: #63 (to Metro Obor).
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centre; and the third, M3 (yellow), does a complete loop to and from the Gara
de Nord; the M4 (green) links Gara de Nord with 1 Mai in the northwest,
although you’ll have little reason to use this line.

Bucharest’s taxi drivers have a deserved reputation for harassing and ripping off
foreigners, and though the situation is not nearly as bad as it once was, you
should still be wary. Avoid any driver who approaches you at the airport or train
station, and extra care should also be taken around Piata Universitatii and Piata
Unirii. As a rule, trustworthy companies have their name and phone number
plastered across the top or side of the taxi, while the fare (Pornire — starting
price, and Pret km — price per km) should be displayed on the driver and
passenger doors. Your safest bet is to stick to one of the following companies:
Taxi Cobalescu (®021/9451), Cristaxi (®021/9461), Meridian (®021/9444)
and Perozzi (©®021/9631), each of which should have an operator who speaks
English. The same can’t be said for the majority of drivers, so have the address
written down just in case. Prices are still remarkably cheap, and you should
expect to pay around €0.30—0.50 per kilometre.

The range and quality of accommodation in Bucharest has improved
markedly in recent years, and while this has meant higher standards of
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comfort all round, many hotels charge hugely inflated prices. The city is
now awash with three- and four-star hotels, but not much below that, and
what few budget places that do exist are generally located in the least
appealing area of town, near the Gara de Nord. The hostel scene is fairly
stagnant, with a handful scattered around the city, though there is a growing
selection of private rooms and apartments available. Bucharest has just
one campsite, though this is located way out to the north of the city
between the two airports.

Hotel star ratings give a fair indication of standards, but in many cases the prices
are absurdly high. The cheapest location is around the Gara de Nord, which
remains a rather seedy (though generally safe) area. The city’s most characterful
hotels are sited in the heart of the city, in the areas around Piata Revolutiei,
the university and the historic quarter, with a handful more further south
towards Piata Unirii. Most of the hotels to the north of the centre are
business-oriented, but you can find the best of the city’s privately run places
here, too. Most of the higher-end hotels offer airport pick-ups and transfers.

Str. Witing 2 ©021/300 3050, © andyhotels
@clicknet.ro. Next to the station, this is the most
expensive hotel in the area; it’s not exactly
brimming with character, but its large, comfortable
and neatly decorated rooms give it the edge over
anything else hereabouts.

Str. Cameliei 37 ©021/318 3726, ® 318
3730. Tucked away behind the market, this good
little budget hotel offers decent rooms, though they
are somewhat conservative and careworn.
Breakfast is extra.

B-dul. D. Golescu 29 ®021/311 0535,
®311 0721. Directly opposite the Andy, this is far
from the friendliest place in town, but its rooms
(with and without bathrooms) are respectable
enough and it's reasonably cheap.

Str. Episcopiei 1-3,
on the northern side of Piata Revolutiei
®021/303 3777, @ www.hilton.com. Despite some
stiff competition, this remains the city’s most opulent

and best-serviced hotel, with sumptuous rooms
(doubles €330) and first-rate facilities, including
sauna, gym and a gorgeous basement pool. It's the
most famous hotel in Romania, with a long history of
intrigue and espionage.

Calea Victoriei 29 ®021/315 8030, @ www
.hotelcapitol.ro. A fine nineteenth-century building,
though the rooms are disappointing, as are the
broom-cupboard sized bathrooms. There’s little to
distinguish between the two- and three-star rooms

Str. Elizeu 11-13 ©021/319 1735, @ www
.hotelelizeu.ro. A bright and pleasant hotel,
featuring spotless, mint green-coloured rooms with
comfy leather sofas and a/c. Located just off B-dul.
Golescu, midway between Gara de Nord and Gara
Basarab.

Calea Grivitei 143 ©021/300 9100, ® www
.ibishotel.com. Injecting a dash of colour into this
otherwise grim area, this is much like any other
Ibis in the world: neat, clean and functional rooms
with standard TV, mini-bar and a/c.

Str. Buzesti 3 ©021/310 7074, @ www
.hotelmarna.ro. One of the better options in this area,
both for price and cleanliness. Singles and doubles,
with and without bathrooms, at a range of prices,
but with trams rattling by, it’s fairly noisy.

(in terms of both quality and price), so you may as
well opt for the former. Triples available too.

Str. Matei Millo 16 ®©021/315 0140,
@ www.hotelcarpatibucuresti.ro. The best-value
budget hotel in the downtown area, and a great
central location to boot; numerous different
rooms, including singles and doubles with and
without bathrooms and TVs. Unusually welcoming
staff, too.

Calea Dorobantilor 5-7
®021/201 5000, @ www.hojoplaza.ro. Enormous
glass tower rising above the surrounding concrete
anonymity (plenty of which you can see from the
vertiginous top floors). As comfy as the rooms are,



Gara Basarab & @)

0 200 m
N —|
S
S
<&
2 &
N
Q) ! ¢ g@ UL % N
4 o @ “w“@«m c‘%
\ Petrol @ L v sI8
Station @/
Gara 7 &, o
de Nord * Maxitaxis 0 .
&
S .
B \58 CFg f.fl;':: el MZ‘TAAT(?HE
N
(0} o S
» 4
o %
: 2
Piata To S
() Gara de Nord /% i
& (F] Market g
& o ®
Ny % s S
% -
O//V ¥ @
/(’00 & =
n -
5 - U
< J VULCANESC
$TR. WRCE
ACCOMMODATION
Andy E
Cameliei 6 <
Cerna F N
Elizeu A QUM
Ibis [ ((\g&
Marna B W
Vila 11 D | < Military
¥ Museum

there’s nothing particularly exciting about them.
Doubles cost around €200. Also houses two
extremely classy restaurants.

B-dul. General Magheru 5-7 ®©021/314
4930, @ www.lido.ro. Located on a busy downtown
thoroughfare, this stylish 1930s Art Deco hotel
offers large, bright rooms (doubles €240) furnished
in classical style. Sauna, gym, pool and Jacuzzi.

Str. Mihail Moxa 37B ®021/650
5555, @ www.hotelmoxa.com. Very classy
boutique hotel just off Calea Victoriei with plush,
comfortable rooms (doubles €190) complete with
large plasma TV screens and Wi-Fi. Gym, sauna and
fitness suite and a delicious Swedish buffet
breakfast round things off superbly.
Calea Victoriei 37B ®021/312 5114,
@ www.novotel.com. Another glass behemoth,
this one distinguished by a faux Neoclassical
facade — a replica of the Old National Theatre

which stood here before being bombed during
World War II. The rooms (doubles €280), meanwhile,
are as plush as anything else in the city, while
there’s a golf simulator and swimming pool for
active types.

Str. lon Brezoianu 37 ®021/312 4855,
@ www.hotelopera.ro. Lovely, albeit overpriced,
hotel in a super location next to the Cigmigiu
Gardens; the attractive, a/c and originally furnished
rooms (doubles €140) incorporate some thoughtful
touches, such as tea- and coffee-making facilities,
neat desk lamps, and pictures of old Bucharest on
the walls.

Calea Victoriei 38-40

®021/310 2720, @ www.ramadamajestic.ro. A
magnificent building, though the rooms (doubles
€240) are surprisingly modest and really rather
dull given that it's one of the most expensive
places in town.
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B-dul. Dimitrie Cantemir 2 & 021/335
4031, @ office@horoscop-turism.ro. Modern and
shiny place, if a little uninspiring, on the south side
of Piata Unirii. Smallish but comfortable a/c rooms,
and surprisingly quiet given the location.
B-dul. N. Bélcescu 4 ©021/310
2020, @ www.intercontinental.com. This towering
city landmark remains the businessmen’s and
journalists’ hotel of choice — it was from where many
watched the revolution unfold — and has all the class
you'd expect of a five-star. Inmaculate rooms
(doubles €260), marble-tiled bathrooms and top-
notch facilities, including sauna, gym and (very small)
rooftop pool; the citywide views are unbeatable.
Str. Slanic 26
®021/311 8631, @ www.kkhotels.com.
Part of the hip Austrian-run chain of luxury
boutique hotels, this is as cool as it gets; superbly
designed rooms (doubles €160) — warm brown/
beige tones, lots of smooth wood and soft
armchairs — state-of-the-art amenities and service
of the highest order.
Str. Lipscani 12 ©021/312 0361,
@ www.hostel-miorita.ro. Not really a hostel at all,
this very pleasant and unassuming pension-style
establishment has six homely a/c, en-suite rooms,
and is terrifically located in this characterful old
town street just off Calea Victoriei. Somewhat
oddly, breakfast is payable for one half of those
staying in a double.

Str. Emanoil Porumbaru 44
®021/222 5723, @ www.casavictor.ro. A pleasant
private hotel with twenty tastefully decorated
rooms in a quiet residential street just five minutes’
walk from the Aviatorilor metro.

Str. Poligrafiei 1 ©021/224 0034,
@ www.bucharest.crowneplaza.com. Top-drawer
hotel in the no-man’s-land to the north beyond Piata
Presei Libere. Superb facilities including pool,
fitness suite, sauna and tennis courts. Double rooms
around €200. Bus #331 from Piafa Lahovari.

Str. Aviator Popa Marin 2
®021/230 6496. Great-value place frequented in
the main by athletic types using the adjoining
sports facilities; big square rooms (singles, doubles
and triples), each with fridge, phone and TV. Hidden
away behind the swimming pool.

Str. Banu Mantu 24 ®021/223 4965,
@ www.irisa.ro. Fairly close to both the Gara de
Nord and Piata Victoriei, this accomplished place
holds enormous, immaculately furnished rooms

Calea 13 Septembrie 90
©021/403 1000, @ www.jwmarriott.ro. Originally
conceived by Ceaugescu as a hotel for
Communist Party hacks, this is now one of the
most sumptuous establishments in town. Over
400 rooms (doubles €240) of unbridled luxury,
each with a separate bath and shower; it also
boasts a couple of high-class restaurants, a
sports bar (see p.92) and a small shopping
precinct. Bus #385.

Str. Smardan 11 ®021/313

9315, @ www.rembrandt.ro. This tall,
narrow building conceals sixteen beautifully
conceived rooms (doubles €120). Gorgeous wood
furnishings — including the floor and panelling
behind the bed — set the tone, along with
sumptuous beds, etched glass windows and
Tiffany-style lamps.

Str. Aleea Suter 3 ®021/337 3939,
@ www.suterinn.ro. This warm and welcoming
guesthouse near the Carol Parc has elegant
rooms furnished throughout in bold red and black
colours (even down to the toilet seat). Tram #17
from Piata Unirii to Str. Xenofon, then up the steps
and left.

Str. Selari 5 ®021/319 2758, @ www
.taniahotel.ro. Pleasant small hotel located in a
quiet part of the old town, with stylish, sunny
rooms, all with a/c and Internet. Good value.

(doubles €120) but, like so many hotels in the city,
it's way overpriced.
Str. Clucerului 19 ©021/223-

1978, @ www.residence.com.ro. Located in a
pleasant, leafy street running parallel to Sos. Kiseleff
(near the Arc de Triumf), this is one of Bucharest’s
best small hotels. Elegantly furnished with wrought-
iron beds, desks and chairs, carved wooden
cupboards, wall pictures and plants. Delightful.

Calea Bucurestilor 283 ®021/203 6500,

@ www.skygatehotel.ro. Typically sterile and very
expensive airport hotel, almost exclusively geared
towards business folk. Doubles around €170.
Convenient if flying in late or stopping over for
the night.

Piata Montreal 10 ©021/318 3000,
@ www.sofitel.com. Catering largely to conference
members from the Exhibition Centre nearby, this is
the best of the top-end hotels in this rather
anonymous part of the city. Doubles aound €170;
airport transfer included in the price.



Sos. Kiseleff 12 ®021/222 3172, ®223
2411. A huge red-brick building in the indigenous
neo-Brancovenesc style, set in parkland (with
tennis courts) just off this main boulevard.
There’s still a whiff of the state-owned about

this place, manifest in the phenomenally dull
rooms — singles and twins, all with showers —
and antiquated bathrooms, but the location is
lovely and there are few cheaper options in this
part of town.

There is a handful of excellent small hostels in the city, all of which are open
year-round. Booking ahead is advisable in the summer months. Pretty much all
of these hostels offer a discount for stays of longer than a week. Note that none

of these hostels has representatives at the train station.

Str. Avram lancu 5 ©®021/313 3198. A
quiet, simple hostel east of Universitatii, with a/c
dorms sleeping between four and ten; free
Internet access but laundry and breakfast are not
included in the price. Take bus #85 from the
station to the junction of B-dul. Carol | and Piata
Protopopescu, from where it’s a two-minute walk.
Dorm beds for €10.
Str. Dumitru Zosima 82
®021/224 1918, @ www.villa-butterfly
.com. Small, cheerful and colourful hostel with cosy
six-bed dorms. Bus #282 from Gara de Nord (on
Calea Grivitei) to Piata Domenii (sixth stop), then
cross the road, walk back 50m and it's on your
right. Dorm beds for €10, including breakfast and
laundry (all very neatly done by the staff).

Str. General Berthelot 63
®021/312 1425, ® funkychickenhostel@hotmail
.com. Cracking central location just fifteen minutes’
walk from Gara de Nord, near the Cismigiu
Gardens. This friendly, informal place has four-, six-
and eight-bed dorms. Breakfast not included, but
self-catering facilities are available. Cheapest of
the bunch at €8 for a dorm bed.

Str. Institutul Medico Militar 11
@®072/2495 900, ®vila11bb@hotmail.com.
Welcoming and quiet family-run B&B-style place in
a peaceful back-street just five minutes’ walk from
the station. Four- and six-bed dorms as well as
doubles with and without bathroom. Exit Gara de
Nord by platform one, head north along B-dul.
Golescu for 200m, turn left up Str. Vespasian, and
it's your first left again. Dorm beds €12 per person,
double rooms €28/40. Price includes a pancake
breakfast.

Str. Mihai Eminescu 184

®021/212 0828, @ www.rotravel.com
/hotels/helga. The original Bucharest hostel has
moved location but is all the better for it, especially
with its lovely garden terrace. Homely and person-
able, with clean and bright six- and eight-bed
dorms and one double. Bus #79, #86 or #133 from
Gara de Nord to Piafa Gemini (along B-dul. Dacia) —
from here cross the road and walk up Str. Vitorului
and it's on your right. Dorm bed for €12 (€11 for
IYHF members), which includes laundry, Internet
and breakfast.

In recent years, numerous agencies have emerged offering private rooms and
apartments, and these generally represent good value. Two of the better ones
are Relax Comfort Suites, at B-dul. Nicolae Balcescu 22 (®021/311 0210,
@www.relaxcomfort-suites.ro or ®www.bucharest-accommodation.ro), and
Professional Reality (®021/232 4006, @ www.accommodation.com.ro), both
of which have centrally located rooms and apartments from around €40 per
day. It’s unlikely that you’ll be approached at the Gara de Nord by locals
offering a room, but do exercise caution if you decide to take up this option.

Bucharest’s one campsite, the Casa Alba (open year-round; ®021/230 5203,
@www.casaalba.ro), is situated out towards Henri Coandd Airport in the
Padurea Bineasa woods at Aleea Privghetorilor 1-3. It’s a large, well-guarded
site with excellent facilities, including a wide range of cabins ( ), some with
showers, cooking amenities and postal services; there’s also a snack bar on site,
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and a restaurant (the Casa Alba) nearby. To get there, take bus #301 from Piata
Romand (or #783 if coming from Henri Coandd) and get off at the Bineasa
restaurant stop, the fifth one after Bineasa Airport.

The City

The heart of the city is the Piata Revolutiei, site of the old Royal Palace and
the scene of Ceausescu’s downfall. It lies halfway along Bucharest’s historic
north-south axis, the Calea Victoriei, which is still the main artery of city life.
Buses heading north and south, however, use the scruffy boulevards east of
Calea Victoriei; the main junction along them is the Piata Universitatii, scene
of major events immediately after the 1989 revolution.

Many of the city’s sights are within walking distance of these two squares.
Just to the south lies the historic centre, a pleasant antidote to the noisy,
modern surrounds, and which is currently in the throes of a major regenera-
tion project. Beyond this, across the River Dambovita, is the contrasting
cityscape of Ceausescu’s compellingly monstrous Centru Civic, whose
centrepiece, the extraordinary Palace of Parliament, is the city’s main
tourist attraction. Just west of the centre are the Cigsmigiu Gardens, a
tranquil space and a popular place for assignations.

For a taste of the old atmosphere of the city, you need to wander north and
west of the gardens past the vine-covered facades, to suburbs where life retains a
village-like slowness and intimacy. North from Piata Revolugiei, beyond Piata
Victoriei, lies Bucharest’s best museum — the Museum of the Romanian
Peasant — and further north still, along Soseaua Kiseleff, is Herdstrau Park, the
city’s largest green space and location of the marvellous Village Museum.

Piata Revolutiei and around

Piata Revolutiei (Square of Revolution), a large, irregularly shaped square
sliced down the middle by Calea Victoriei, was created in the 1930s to ensure

4 Calea Victoriei



Romania’s revolution was the most dramatic of the popular revolts that convulsed
Eastern Europe in 1989. On the morning of December 21, 1989, a staged demonstra-
tion — organized to show support for the Ceausescu regime following days of rioting
against it in Timisoara — backfired. Eight minutes into Ceausescu’s speech from the
balcony of the Central Committee building, part of the eighty-thousand-strong crowd
began chanting “Ti-mi-soa-ra, Ti-mi-soa-ra”; the leader’s shock and fear were
televised across Romania before transmissions ceased. From that moment, it was
clear that the end of the Ceausescu regime was inevitable. Though the square was
cleared by nightfall, larger crowds poured back the next day, emboldened by news
that the army was siding with the people in Timisoara and Bucharest. Strangely, the
Ceausescus remained inside the Central Committee building until midday, when they
scrambled aboard a helicopter on the roof, beginning a flight that would end with
their execution in a barracks in Targoviste, on Christmas Day.

The revolution was tainted by having been stage-managed by the National
Salvation Front (FSN) that took power in the name of the people. The FSN consisted
of veteran communists, one of whom later let slip to a journalist that plans to oust the
Ceausescus had been laid months before. Among the oddities of the “official”
version of events were lliescu’s speech on the Piata Revolutiei at a time when
“terrorist” snipers were causing mayhem in the square, and the battle for the Interior
Ministry, during which both sides supposedly ceased firing after a mysterious phone
call. Given the hundreds of genuine “martyrs of the revolution”, the idea that it had
been simply a ploy by Party bureaucrats to oust the Ceausescus was shocking and
potentially damaging to the new regime — so the secret police were ordered to mount
an investigation, which duly concluded that while manipulation had occurred, the
Russians, Americans and Hungarians were to blame.

a protective field of fire around the Royal Palace, in the event of revolution.
While Romania’s monarchy was overthrown by other means, the square
fulfilled its destiny in 1989, when the Ceausescus were forced to flee by crowds
besieging Communist Party headquarters; two days of fighting left the
buildings around the square burnt out or pockmarked with bullet holes — with
the conspicuous exception of the Central Committee building, which was at
the centre of the storm. Most of the edifices around the square have since been
restored, giving Piata Revolutiei a more purposeful air.

The most imposing of the buildings surrounding the Piata Revolugiei is the
former Royal Palace, which occupies most of the western side of the square.
When the original single-storey dwelling burnt down in 1927, the king, Carol
II, decided to replace it with something far more impressive. The surrounding
dwellings were razed in order to build a new palace, with discreet side entrances
to facilitate visits by Carol’s mistress, Magda Lupescu, and the shady financiers
who formed the couple’s clique. However, the resultant sprawling brownstone
edifice has no real claim to elegance and the palace was spurned as a residence
by Romania’s postwar rulers, Ceausescu preferring a villa in the northern
suburbs pending the completion of his own palace in the Centru Civic.

Since 1950, the palace has housed the National Art Museum (Muzeul
National de Artd; Wed—Sun; May—Sept 11am—7pm; Oct—April 10am—6pm; €3)
in the Kretzulescu (south) wing. During the fighting in December 1989, this
building — along with the Central University Library (see p.73) — was the most
seriously damaged of the city’s cultural institutions, and over a thousand pieces
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